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RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE SENATE COMMITTEES ON JUSTICE AND YOUTH,
WOMEN, AND FAMILY RELATIONS TO CONDUCT A JOINT INQUIRY, IN AID
OF LEGISLATION, ON THE ALLEGED LUMPING OF CHILD OFFENDERS
WITH ADULT PRISONERS IN JAILS

WHEREAS a news report in the "“Daily Tr[bune, published on August 15,
2005, entitled “Arroyo Liable for Abuse of Child Offenders — Group” indicates that
the government reportedly tolerates the continued practice by faw enforcement
authorities of mixing up child offenders and adult prisoners in jails;

WHEREAS, despite earnest pleas and calls made by various non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), peoples organizations, cause-oriented
groups and concerned multi-sector associations, the government appears
reluctant to take appropriate and necessary actions, albeit the general view that
such practice is not only abhorrent but even deleterious to public welfare and
interest; .

WHEREAS, the Office of the Ombudsman, in fact, dismissed the pertinent
class suit filed against the President, exonerating the Chief Executive for any
possible culpability for her alleged criminal neglect, and perhaps conspiratorial
acquiescence, through tacit consent to such abhorrent act;

WHEREAS, the Office of the Ombudsman simply dismissed the allegation
anent locking up of children with adult prisoners under subhuman conditions as
“purely speculative” and unmeritorious, ironically albeit overwhelmingly accepted
and uncontested findings that such practice does in fact exist;

WHEREAS, such verdict, partlcularly the refusal to consider as a matter of
judicial notice that “the jailing of children with aduits is inimical and prejudicial to
their psychological, emotional, spiritual, social and physical development and
well-being” — something which the Constitution mandates the Stafe to protect and
uphold unconditionally, will send the wrong signal and indicate that there is no
more hope for these poor children, who are made to realize early in life that there
is no more way for them to rise beyond their pitiful conditions;

.WHEREAS, the President can never be expected to do her share, so to
speak, as she is concerned with expending her energies more on keeping herself
in office, given the various controversies she is currently dealing with, than on
providing necessary assistance to thousands of suffering child offenders;



WHEREAS, the same is lamentable considering that the global
consensus, articulated in the media, particularly the CNN, through running of
special features and articles on said issue, appears to be for the total erad:catlon
of such practice; .

WHEREAS, unless the Senate fimely intervenes, thousands of child
offenders more will suffer under subhuman conditions and severely deal with
various human rights violations and atrocities;

WHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS IT 1S HEREBY RESOLVED BY
THE SENATE, to direct the senate committees on justice and youth, women, and
family relations to conduct a joint inquiry, in aid of legislation, on the alleged
Jumping of child offenders with adult prisoners in jails
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