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Introduced by Senator Villar 

RESOLUTION 
URGING THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT TO CONDUCT AN 
OMNIBUS INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE STATE OF 
PHILIPPINE MARINE LIFE AND BIODIVERSITY, IN TMZ: LIGHT OF THE 
REPORTED SERIOUS STATE, ITS BAD SHAPE STATUS AND NEAR DEATH 
OF THE COUNTRY’S CORAL REEFS 

Whereas, maintaining ecological equilibrium is a significant policy of the 
government, as declared in “[tlhe State shall protect and advance the right of the people 
to a balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony of nature” 
(Article II, Section 16, The 1987 Philippine Constitution); 

Whereas, the Philippines is home to some of the most splendid and spectacular 
marine sanctuaries: the Tubbataha Reefs Marine Park in Palawan, Apo Island in Negros 
Oriental, Apo Reef in Puerto Galera, Mmdoro and Verde Island Passage off Batangas; 

Whereas, it has been reported that close to a decade after El Nino phenomenon 
hit the country, the Philippine coral reefs --- the second largest in Southeast Asia --- 
remain in bad shape; 

Whereas, the latest statistics of Reef Check, the world‘s largest reef conservation 
organization, revealed that the Philippines’ less than five percent (5 %) of the estimated 
27,000 square kilometers of coral reefs are considered in excellent condition and that it is 
in its most seriously threatened state; 

Whereas, accordmgly, the 1998 El Nino phenomenon has caused the most 
serious impact in the dissipation of marine life, as it resulted in coral bleaching or the 
death of twenty percent (20 %) of the country’s coral reefs; 

Whereas, human activities contributed to aggravate the degradation of coral 
reefs in the country with incidences of over-fishing, marine pollution and dynamite and 
dangerous chemical-aided blast fishing; 

Whereas, biodiversity and the health of the Philippine marine life are in alarming 
danger as manifested in the density of Napoleon m s e  in Philippine coral reefs at almost 
zero and such Philippine sea staples as bump-head parrotlish, sweetlips, snappers and 
m o d  eels are hard to find and in low abundance state; 

an urgent intensified preservation efforts must be done by both 
government and the private sector to save the Philippine coral reefs: Now therefore be it 

Whereas, 



Resolved by the Senate of the Philippines, To urge the Committee on 
Environment to conduct an omnibus inquiry, in aid of legislation, on the state of 
Philippine marine life and biodiversity, in the light of the reported serious state, its bad 
shape status and new death of the country’s coral reefs. 

Adopted, 






