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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The involvement of certain members of law enforcement agencies in criminal activities 
has greatly diminished our faith and confidence to these people in government. Almost 
everyday we hear, read, or see in media the involvement of some of our law enforcers in 
petty crimes to alleged attempt to cover-up heinous crimes. 

There seems now a need to address the growing fear and distrust among our people to 
some of these “villains” in unifonn by treating those persons in authority who cause or 
order the destruction or concealment of evidence to a crime as accomplices to the crime. 

This proposed measure seeks to amend Article 19 of the Revised Penal Code by 
prescribing a higher penalty for persons in authority as accessories who directly cause or 
order the destruction or concealment of vital evidence for heinous crimes. 

In view of the foregoing, immediate approval of this measure is earnestly sought. 

AN +S+tL!-- 0 0“SON ”F.  RILLANESIV 
Senator 
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AN ACT 
PRESCRIBING A HXGHER PENALTY FOR PERSONS IN AUTHORITY AS 
ACCESSORIES, WHO DIRECTLY CAUSE OR ORDER THE DESTRUCTION 
OR CONCEALMENT OF \‘?TAL EV?DENk‘E FOR ME&KNJS CREMES, 
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE ARTICLE 19 OF THE REVISED PENAL 
CODE 

Be it enucted by the Senute und the House of Representutives of the Philippines in 

Congress assembled. 

Section 1. Article 19 of the Penal Code is hereby amended by adding another 

paragraph 

“WHERE THE OFFENSZIS A HElNOUS CRLME UNDER EXlSTING LAWS 

AND IS COMMITTED BY PERSONS IN AUTHORITY, THEY SHALL SUFFER 

THE PENALTY ONE DEGREE HIGHER THAN THAT PRESCRIBED BY LAW FOR 

TI-% CONSU?”mATsD FELONY 

Sec. 2. SqJnrabil@ Clause. - If any provision or part thereof, is held invalid or 

uncor,stit.;tionai, the remair,der ef the iaw 8: the jmvisior, not o?he:vme zffected shall 

remain valid and subsisting. 

SCC. 3. Repedhg Ctause. - Any hv, i.xesidei%ial decree or issumce, exea:ive 
order, letter of instruction, administrative order, rule or regulation contrary to, or 

inconsistent with the provisions of this Act is hereby repealed, modified or amended 

accor6:figly. 
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Sec. 4. Esfectlvaly Clnuse. - This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its 

publication in at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation. 

Approved, 
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