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Introduced by Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago

RESOLUTION

DIRECTING THE SENATE BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE TO

CONDUCT IN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE ALLEGED
RESURGENCE OF ILLEGAL JUETENG BECAUSE OF ALLEGED
PROTECTION, IF NOT CONNIVANCE, PROVIDED BY CERTAIN

PEOPLE WHO ARE INFLUENTIAL IN THE PRESENT
ADMINISTRATION

WHEREAS, the Constitution mandates positive antfi-corruption measures;

WHEREAS, the law (R.:A. No. 9287) declares as illegal and c¢riminal
certain illegal numbers games, particularly jueteng;

WHEREAS, the Philippines Daily Inquirer has been reporting in its recent
issues that there is a resurgence of illegal jueteng reportedly operated or at least
protected by certain people alleged to be influential in the Aquino administration;

WHEREAS, the most vocal critic of jueteng operators within the Aquino
administration is retired Archbishop Oscar Cruz, as head of the NGO known as
Krusadang Bayan Laban sa Jueteng;

WHEREAS, the Office of the President responded to these recent
revelations by challenging Mr. Cruz and others to name names, a standard defense
which is unacceptable because identifying jueteng operators is the task of the
DILG and PNP chief;

WHEREAS, jueteng although illegal has been a source of lucrative illicit

income since time immemorial for certain public officials in any administration,
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notably the DILG secretary, his undersecretaries, and other subordinates; the PNP
chief, the regional and provincial police directors, and other subordinates; and
certain mayors and governors;

WHEREAS, one of the most pressing challenges to an administration that
adopted anti-corruption as a political platform should be the elimination of jueteng
and the immediate removal from office of people surrounding the President when
this early, such people are already raising suspicions about their complicity in
jueteng, because of their lack of competence, experience in anti-jueteng work, and
notoriety;

WHEREFORE, be it hereby resolved that the Senate direct the Blue
Ribbon Committee to conduct én inquiry, in aid of legislation, on the alleged
resurgence of illegal jueteng in the country, because of alleged protection if not

connivance provided by certain influential people in the administration.
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Adopted,
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