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Introdr"rcecl by Scnator Miriam Defensor Santiago

RESOT,UTION

DIRECTING 'I'HE PROPER SENA'IE COMMI TEE
.IO 

CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION,

ON THE COMMISSION ON AUDIT REPORT THAT TWO DE,MONSTRAI'ION MODELS

FOI{ ALTERNAI-IVI] MASS TRANSPORT SYS'I-EMS IN ME'I'RO MANII,A WORTTI A
TOI'AL OF Pl28 MILLION REMAINED NON-OPEIIATIONAI,

AFTER C]OMPLETION IN 2014

WHEI{IIAS, 1he Constitution, Article 2, Section 5. provides: "The maintenance of peace

ancl order, the protection of lif-e. liberty, ancl propefiy, and the promotion of the general welfare

are essential fbr the enf oyrnent by all tl're people of the blessings of democracy";

V/FIljltllAS. I{epublic Act No. 6428 mandates the Metals [ndr-rstry Research ancl

Developrnent Center (MIRDC). an attached agency of the Department of Science and

'fechnology (DOST), to provide botli government ar-rd private scctors in the metals ancl

engineering ir-rdr-rstr1, i,vith professional management and technical expertise on the training ot

engineers and technicians: infbmration exchange; trade accrcditation services; quality control

ancl testing o1' nrctzrl products; research and development; and business economics advisory

services;

V/HEREAS. the Commission on Audit (COA) saicl that the MIRDC in 2014 completecl

the Pl28.144-rnillion constmction of two Automated Guide-Way 'l'ransit (AGl') systems.

intended as demonstration models fbr alternative and efflcient mass lransport systems to case

r,vorsening trafflc congestion in Metro Manila;

WFIEREAS. state auditors however claimed that the AG'l' systems---one inside the

car"nplrs of the University oI the Philippines (UP) in Quezon City and another near the DOST

conrpound in Bicutan. Taguig-remained non-operational by the end of 2014;,

WHEREAS. the COA claimed lhat the AGT Systen-r-UP is stalled by technical issues

even alter a maiclen run in Deoember 2012 and a test run in April 2013;

V/llERtiAS. thc issues in AG'I System-l-lP r-rotwithslanding, the MIRDC allegedly

proceeded to in.rplement tlie development of AGI'System-Bicutan;
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U1HI1U,IIAS, state alrditors clairned that purblic funcls utilized {br the ACi'[- systems could

have been recluced had the technical issues afl-ecting AG f Systen-r-UP beer.r addressed prior to

the implementation of ACT System-Bicutan;

\ /HEREAS. the non-operation of AGT systems also allegedly delay plans of replicating

it ir-r otliel urban areas of the country;

WHtsREAS, the COA recommended that AGT System-UP be operated even lbr at least

six months. as part of the experimental stage and continuous test runs to finallt, determine all

possible flaws;

WHEREAS. it also urgcd the MIRDC and the DOST to locus on and perfect one

technology research and development project befbrc embarkirig on larger experimentzrl

development to avoid uneconomical use of public funds;

WHEREAS, commenting on the MIRDC's response that the two AGT systems enrploy

clifferent tec,hnologies, the COA reiterated that if the pr:ojects are purely for research and

developntenl, AGT System-Bicutan should not have been implementcd without first finishing

necessary/ technical modifications lbr AGT System-UP;

WHEREAS, the non-operation of the completed AGT systems defeals the sense of

urgency that inspired the projects in the first place, and delays large-scale implementation of

potential solutions to traffic congestion in Metro Manila;

WHEREAS, Congress. tl-rrough relevant legislation, must. on the one hand, fast-trzrck

research and development on public transportation systems, and, on the other, ensure that pLrblic

fi"urds for such endeavors are judiciously used;

WHEREFORE. BE IT IIEREBY RtrSOLVIID BY THE PI{ILIPPINE SENATE to direct

the propcr Senate committee to conduct an inquiry, in aid of legislation, on thc Commission on

ALrdit report that two demonstration models for alternative nrass transporl systems in Mctro

Manila worth a total of P128 million remained non-operational after completion in2014.

Adopted,
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