SIXTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE ) S oo

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES ) el ety
First Regular Session )
SENATE 13 NVE3 RS

PS.R.No. 993 ' o .
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RESOLUTION
URGING ALL PHILIPPINE FLAGS TO BE FLOWN AT HALF-MAST TO
SIGNIFY NATIONAL MOURNING IN LIGHT OF THE TREMENDOUS LOSS OF
LIVES AND OVERWHELMING DEVASTATION BROUGHT ABOUT BY SUPER
TYPHOON “YOLANDA”

WHEREAS, super typhoon "Yolanda" (international name Haiyan) is the
strongest storm ever to make landfall in recorded history;'

WHEREAS, according to the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA), .super typhoon "Yolanda" had
maximum sustained winds of 195 km/h near the center and gustiness of up to
230 km/h;?

WHEREAS, super typhoon “Yolanda” made a total of 6 landfalls in the
Philippines on November 08, 2013: the first in Guiuan, Samar at 4:40 AM, the
second in Tolosa, Leyte at 7:00 AM, the third in Daang Bantayan, Cebu at 10:00
AM, the fourth in Bantayan Island, Cebu at 10:40 AM, the fifth in Concepcion,
lloilo at 12:00 PM, and the sixth in Busuanga, Palawan around 8:00 PM,
wreaking havoc and resulting to innumerable deaths and injuries in its path;®

WHEREAS, the final number of deaths and the amount of damages
resulting from super typhoon “Yolanda” are still to be determined, but news
reports have arisen that the effect of “Yolanda” on the Philippine economy could
be as much as P604 billion or five percent of the country’'s gross domestic
product and that with regard to the death toll, 10,000 are feared dead in
Tacloban alone;®

WHEREAS, the staggering death toll, the immense damage to property
and livelihood, and the continuous trauma and hardships being experienced by
the survivors brought about by “Yolanda” have caused so much grief, desolation,
and torment not only to Filipinos, but also to the international community, which
has made Filipinos feel that they are not alone in this fragic calamity through its
much needed suppori, donations, and pledges;
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WHEREAS, the symbolic act of placing in half-mast all flags in the
Philippines not only aims to show that Filipinos are mourning the death of the
victims of “Yolanda”, but that we are also united in this time of national mourning;

WHEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved, that the
Senate of the Philippines urges all Philippine flags to be flown at half-mast to
signify national mourning in light of the tremendous loss of lives and tremendous
damage brought about by super typhoon “Yolanda”.

CYNTHIA A. VILLAR

ADOPTED,
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