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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Conslitution, Article 2, states:

Scection 17, The State shall give priority 1o cducation, science and
lcchnology, arts, cubllure, and sports o foster patriotism and nationalism,
accelerate social progress, and promote total human liberation and development,

In reeent years, boxing has become one of thp most popular sports in our country as the
best Filipine boxers competing, in international matches caught wide media attention. In Asia,
professional records of I"ilipino boxers have paralleled, it not surpassed, those of ‘Thailand and
Japan, while in the rest of the world, ‘thcy have competed against Mexico and other Tatin
Ameriean countrics known as breeding ground of ring warriors, - All these show that TFilipino
boxers indeed possess physical strength, skills, and talents, which if given the proper support of
the State, will potentially place them in top ranks.

Boxing has attracted many young people, cspecially those who are from poor familics,
To them, boxing has become a means o escape [rom poverly. And because of lack of proper
puidance, there are some unscrupulous individuals e.llcting as promoters and managers who take
advantage ol them.

This bill aims [o.pmtcc{ and promote the welfare of boxing athletes, and to establish an

ageney Lthat will steer their talents and skills towards making our country excel in this sport.”.

ARG (ST
MIRIAM DEFINNSOR S I Agh(C
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Ihis bill was originally filed during the IFourteenth Congress, First Regular Session.
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AN ACT
TOSTRENGTHEN THE COUNTRY'S STANDING IN THE SIPORT OF BOXING
AND TO ENSURLETHE WELFARL OF BOXING ATHLETES
Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in

Congress assembled:

SECTION L. Short Title, - This Act shall be known as the "Boxers” Welfare Act.”

SECTION 2, Declaration of Policy. - The State shall promote excellence in the sport of
boxing by establishing a national integrated system for the scarch and recruitment ol athletes,
and providing for the wellare of Filipino boxers, coaches, and trainers competing for the

couniry,

SECTION 3. Definition of Terms. - For purposcs of this Act, the term:

(AY  “Administration” shall mean the Philippine Boxing Administration;

(3)  “Boxer” shall mean an individual athlete who fights in a professional boxing
malch;

(()  “Boxcer segistry” shall mean any entity certificd by the Philippine Boxing
Administration for the purposes ol maintaining records and identification of boxers;

(D) “Licensee” shall mean an individual who serves as a Lraincr,‘ sccond, or cutman
for a boxer;

(15} “Manager” shall mean a person who receives compensation for service as an
agenl or representative of a boxer;

(1% “Matchmaker” shalf mean a person who proposes, scleets, and arranges the

boxers {o participale in a professional boxing mateh;
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(G5} Prolessional boxing malch - means a boxing contest held in the Philippines
between individuals Tor financial compensation. Such term (iocsnn()t incluldc arb()x.‘ing c()ntlcsl
that is regulated by an amaleur sports organization;

(1D Promoter-The term “promoter” means the person primarily responsible for
organizing, promoting, and producing a professional boxing match. The term “promoter” does
not include a hotel, casino, resort, or other commercial establishment hosting or sponsoring a
professional  boxing match unless- (i) the hotel, casino, resort, or other commercial
establishment is primarily responsible for organizing, promoting, and producing the match; and
(il) there is no other person primarily responsible for organizing, promoting, and producing the
malch;

() Sanctioning Organization- means an organization that sanctions prolessional
hoxing matches in the Philippines- (1) between boxers who are residents of different countries;
or (i) that ar¢ advertised, otherwise promoted, or broadceast (including closed circuit television)

in a country other than Philippines.

SECTION 4. Philippine Boxing Administration. - There is hereby created the Philippine
Boxing Administration, headed by a Chair, who is assisted by a Vice-Chair, General Counscl,

and other stafT,

SECTION 5. Administration Chair. - The Chair shall be appointed by the President and
shall serve for a term of four (4) years. He shall be an individual who has extensive experience
in professionat boxing activitics or in a field directly related o professional sports; is of
outstanding character and recognized integrity; and is sclected on the basis of training,

expericnee, and qualifications.

SECTION 6. Administration Vice-Chair, General Counsel, and Other Staff. - ‘The
Administration shall have a Viee-Chair and a General Counsel, who shall be appointed by the
Chair. The Vice-Chair shall scrve as Chair in the absence of the Chair, in the event of the
inability ol the Chair to carry out his or her l'tlnCﬁOllQ, or in the event of a vacancy in that office,
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and to carry oul such dutics as may be assigned by the Chair. The Administration shall have

such additional stall as may be neeessary to catry out its functions.

SECTION 7. Administration Funciions. - The Administration shall establish and
cnloree uniform rules and practices related to boxing. H shall supervise all boxing events held
within the country. The functions of the Games atjd Amusement Board as well as all other
entitics related to boxing are hereby translerred Lo the- Administration.

In the perlormance ol its function, the Administration shall be guided by its mandate to
profect the boxers [rom physical and financial exploitation. The Administration shall see to it
that the following acts arce prevented or curtailed or prohibited:

(A} Promolers dedueting large percentages of a boxer's purse for their own use;

(3)  Promolers cocrcing boxers into signing long-term, oncrous contracts as a
condition for competing;

(Cy  Promoters forcing boxers to hire an associate or relative of the promaoter; and

(DY Ulegitimate ratings systems wherein sanctioning organizations rank boxers and

award “championship titles” based on boxers' personal connections rather than win/loss records.

SHCTION 8. Cooperation with Sanctioning Bodies. - The Administration shall work
closcly with international or regional sanctioning bodies over all professional boxing matches

held within the country.

SECTION 9. Licensing Requirements. - No person may compete in a professional
hoxing match or scrve as 4 manager, promoler, or sanctioning organization for a professional
boxing malch except as provided in a license granted to that person by the Administration. The
Administration shall

(A) Listablish application procedures, I“Orm.s, and fees;

(B3)  Istabtish and publish appropriate standards for licenses granted under this

scelion; and
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(€ lssue a license to any person who, as determined by the Administration, mects
the standards established by the Administration onder this title. A license issued under this
seetion shall be for a renewable four (4)-year term for a boxer; and (two) 2-year term for any

other person.

SECTION {0, Licensing lees. - The Admintstration may prescribe and charge
reasonabie fees for the licensing of persons under this Act. The Administration may set, charge,
and adjust varying fees on the basis of classifications of persons, funclions, and events
determined appropriate by the /\dminish‘qtion. In setting and charging fees, the Administration
shall ensure that, to the maximum extent practicable—-

(A)  Club boxing is not adversely effected;

(3)  Sanclioning organizations and promolers pay the largest portion of the fees; and

() Boxers pay as small a portion of the fees as is possible.

SECTION 11, Requirements for Registry. :~ The Administration shall establish and
maintain (or authorize a third party o establish and maintain) a unificd national computerized
registry for the coltection, storage, and retricval of information related to the performance of its
duties. The information in the registry shall include the following:

(A)  Boxers - List of prolessional boxers and data in the medical registry, which the
Administration shall secure from disclosure in aceordance with the confidentiality requircments.

(3)  Other personnel - Information (pertinent to the sport of professional boxing) on
boxing promoters, boxing matchmakers, boxing managers, trainers, cut men, referees, boxing
Judges, physicians, and any other personnel determined by the Administration as performing a

professional activity for prolessional boxing maltches.

SECTION 2. Administration Approval. - No person may arrange, promote, organize,
produce, or fight in a professional boxing match within the Philippines, unless the mateh is

approved by the Administration,
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SECTION 13, Safety Standards. - No person may arrange, promote, organize, produce,
or fight in a professional boxing mateh without meeting cach of the following requirements:

(A) A physical examination ol cach boxer by a physician certifying whether or not
the boxer is physically [it to safely compete, colljies of which must be provided to the
Administration;

(3)  An ambulance or medical personnel with appropriate resuscitation equipment
continuously present on site;

() A physician continuously present at ringside; and

(1) Tealth insurance for cach boxer to provide medical coverage for any injuries

sustained in the match.

SECTION t4. Registration. - BEach boxcer shall register with the Administration. The
Administration shall issuc to cach professional boxer who registers an identification card that
confains cach ol the following:

(A) A reeent photograph of the boxer;

(B) A personal identilication number assigned to the boxer by a boxing registry.
tach prolessional boxer shall renew his or her identification card at least once cvery lour (4)
years, Tach professional boxer shall pl'c:%ent his or her identilication card tor the Administration
not later than the time of the weigh-in for a professional boxing match,

The Administration shall, upon issuing an identification card to a boxer, make a health
and safety disclosure to that boxer as the Administration considers appropriate. Fhe health and
safety disclosure shalt include the health and safety risks associated with boxing, and, in
particular, the risk and {requency of brain injury and the advisability that a boxer periodically

undergoes medical procedures designed to detect brain injury,

SECTION 15, Procedures. - The Administration shall establish cach of the following

procedures:
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(A)  Procedures to evaluate the professional records and physician’s certification of
cach boxer participating in a professional boxing watch, and to deny authorization for a boxer to
fight where appropriate.

() Procedures to ensure that no boxer is permitted to box while under suspension
[tom any boxing commission duc to (i) a recent knockout or scries of consecutive losses; (ii) an
injury, requirement for a medical procedure, or physician denial of certification; (iii) failure of a
drug (est; (ivy the use ol false &Lliilb‘és, or falsifying, or attempting £0 falsify, official
identification cards or documents; or (v) vnsportsmanlike conduct or other inappropriate
behavior inconsistent with pencrally acceepted methods of competition in a professional boxing
maich.

(Cy  Procedures Lo review a suspension where appealed by a boxer, licensee, manager
matchmaker, promoler, or other boxing scrvice provider, including an opportunity for a boxer,
licensee, manager, matchmaker, promoter, or other boxing service provider to present
contradictory evidence.

(D) Procedures o revoke a suspension where a.boxler () was suspended under
paragraph (3), and has furnished further prool of a sufficiently improved medical or physical
condition; (it} lurnishes prool” under paragraph (B) that suspension was not, or is no longer,

merited by the [acts.

SECTION t6. Contract Requirements. - The Administration shall develop guidelines for
minimum contractual provisions that shall be included in cach bout agreement, boxer-manager contract,

and promotional agreement, The Administration shall ensure that these minimal contractual provisions

arc present in any such agreement or contract submitted to it.

SECTION 17, Protection from Coercive Contracts. -
(A) A contract provision shall be considered to be in restraint of trade, contrary to
public policy, and unenforceable against any boxer to the extent that it — (i) is a coercive

provision desceribed in paragraph (13) and is for a peried greater than twelve (12) months; or (ii)
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is a cocreive provision described in paragraph (13) and the other boxer uader contract to the
promoter came under that contract pursuant te a cocrcive provision described in paragraph (13).
(13) A cocrcive provision described in this paragraph is a contract provision that
grants any rights between a hoxer and a promoter, or belween promoters with respeet to a boxer,
i the boxer is required o grant such rights, or a boxer’s promoter is required to grant such
rights with respect (o a boxer (o another promoter, as a condition precedent 1o the boxer’s
participation in a professional boxing match against another boxer who is under contract to the

promoter.

SECTION 8. Promotional Rights Under Mandatory Bout Coniracts. - No boxing
service provider may require a boxer to grant any future promotional rights as a requirement of
compeling in a professional boxing match that is a mandatory bout under the rules of a

sanclioning organization,

SECTION 19. Filing and Approval Requirements, - A inandger or a promoter shall
submit a copy ol cach boxer-manager contract and cach promotional agreement between that
manager or promoter and a boxer to the Admmistration. "The Administration shall not approve a
professional boxing match unless a copy of the bout agreement related to that match has been

liled with it and approved by it

SECTION 20, Bond and Other Surety. — The Administration shall not approve a
prolessional boxing match unless the promoter of that mateh has posted a surety bond, cashicr's
cheek, leticr ol eredit, cash, or other security with the Administration in an amount acceptable to

the Administration.

SECTION 21, Online Recruitment and Personal Sports Profile. - The Administration
shall establish, develop, operate, and maintain an online reervitment system consisting ol a
website whereby any individual who has potential skill in boxing may build their personal
sports prolile meluding videos, contact information, ph-otographs, statistics, and biography, and
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upload them (o the website casily accessible to the coaches and promoters. The system shall
have a scarch engine that allows coaches and promoters to find boxers by matching qualifying
requirements with data input by boxers during registration. 'Ihe website shall contain a sport

specilic online registration form,

SUCTION 220 Implementing Rules and  Regulations. - The Philippine Boxing
Administration, in cootdination  with the Philippine Sports Commission, Games and
Amusements Board, Department of Labor, and other concerncd agencies shall promulgate and

issuc the Implementing Rules and Regulations within sixty (60} days upoen approval of this Act.

SECTION 23, Separabifity Clause. - If any provision or part of this Act is held invalid
or unconstitutional, the remainder ol this Act or the parts not affected thereby shall remain in

oIl Toree and efllfeet,
SHCTION 24, Repealing Clause. - Al laws, decrees, orders, issuances, rules, and
regulations, or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed,

amended, or modified accordingly.

SECTION 25, Iffectivity. - This Act shall take elfeet filteen (15) days afler its

publication in two (2) newspapers of general circulation,

Approved,
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