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LXPLANATORY NOTYT,
The Constitution, Article 11, Scetion 14 provides:

Section 14, The State recognizes the role of women in nation-building,
and shall cnsure the Tundamental equality before the law of men and women.

Certain discases, disorders, and condilions are peculiar to, or more scrious, or moc
prevalent in women,  For this reason, (he lactors of medical risk or type of medical intervention
are different for them.,

Unlortunately, the government (ails to meet women’s health needs.  Perhaps due 1o its
falure to understand  that women have unique health conditions, the government could not
provide health programs, specially designed [or women.

T'o address 1his issuc, this bill sccks to establish an office on women’s health within the
Department of Health in order to:

(1) Listablish short-range and long-range goals and objectives and coordinate all activitics
wilthin the Departiment of Health that relate to disease prevention, health promotion, service
delivery, rescarch, and public and health care professional education concerning women;

(2) Provide expert advice and consultation to the Sceretary concerning scientific, legal,
cthical, and policy issucs relating to women’s heaith; and

(3) Manitor the Department of Health oftices, agencics, and regional activities regarding
women’s health and coordinate and stimulate activities of such departmental and agency olfices

on women’s health,
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Fhis bill was originally filed during the Thirleenth Congress, First Regular Scssion
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s.No. 1997 :

AN ACT
ESTABLISHING AN OFFICE ON WOMIENS TIEATLTII
WITTHN T DEPARTMENT OF HEALTEH
Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Philippines in

Congress assembled:

SECTION |, Shorr Title. —'T'his Act shall be known as the *Women’®s Tlealth Office Act.”

SECTION 2. Definition. — Ag uscd in this Act, the term “women’s health conditions,”
with respeet 1o women ol all age, cthnic, and racial groups, means all discases, disorders, and
conditions unique (o, tuore sertous, or more prevalent in women; and for which the factors of
mcedical risk or type of medical intervention are different for women, or for which it is unknown

whether such laclors or types are diflerent for women.

SECTION 3. Office on Women's Health. — There shall be established within the
Department of Tlealth an Office on Women's Health, hercafter referred to as the “Office.” The

Office shall be headed by an Assistant Seerctary in an ex officio capacity.

SECTION 4. Duties. — The Oflice shall, with respect to the health concerns of women -

(A\) istablish short-range and long-range goals and objectives and coordinate all
activities within the Department of Tealth that relate to disease prevention, health promotion,
service dedivery, rescarch, and public and health care professional education concerning women,

(13)  Provide expert advice and consultation to the Scerctary of Health concerning

seientific, legal, ethical, and policy issues relating to women’s health,
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(Cy  Mounitor the Departiment of eaith oifices, apencies, and regional activitics
regarding women’s health and coordinate and stimulate activitics on women’s health;

(1M Bstablish a Department of Health Ceordinating Committee on Women’s IHealth to
be chaired by an Assistanl Scerctary [or Women’s Health which shall be composed of senior
level representatives from cach of the agencies and offices of the Department of Ticalth;

(1) Pstablish a National Women’s [Tealth Information Center to -~

{1) Faciltate the exchange of informaltion regarding matters relating (0 health
information and health promotion, preventive health scrvices, rescarch
advances and cducation in the appropriate use of health carc;

(2) Facilitate aceess o such information;

%)) Assist in the analysis ol issucs and problems relating to the matters

deseribed in this paragraph; and

(“h Provide technical assistance with respect to the exchange of information,

including facilitating the development of materials for such technical
assistance;

(19 Coordinate efforts to promole women’s healith programs and policies in the
privitte scetor

(()  Through publications and any other means appropriate, provide for the cxchange
ol information between members of the Office, grantecs of the office, and the gencral public;

(1) Determine the current Ageney level ol activity regarding women’s health, across
age, biological, and socio-cultural context, in all aspects of the Department’s work, inctuding
dralling technical practice guidelines, and conducting research into patient outcosmes, delivery of
health care-scrvices, and access Lo health care;

(1 Iistablish short-ranpe and long-range goals and objectlives for research important
to women’s health and coordinate all other activities within the Department that relate to health
services and medical elfectiveness rescarch;

(1) Identily projects in women’s health that should be conducted or supported by the

Departinent,
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(K)  Consult with health professtonals. non-governmental organizations, consumer
organizalions, women’s health professionals, and other individuals and groups, as appropriate,
on the Department’s policy with regard to women; and

(1) Identify the need for such research, and make an estimate ecach fiscal year of the

funds needed Lo adequaltely support the rescarch.

SECTION 5. Grants and Contracts Regarding Duties. - [n carrying out the Otfice’s
duties, the Scerctary, acting through the Office, may make grants to, and enter inlo cooperative
agreenients, contracts, and interagency agreements with public and non-profit enlities, agencies,

and organizations,

SECTION 6. fvaluation and Dissemination. - The Office shall, direetly or through
contracts with public and private entities, agencies, and organization, provide for cvaluatlions of
projects carricd oul with financial assistance provided under the preceding section and for the

disscmination of information developed as a result of such projects,

SECTION 7. Keports. - Not later than January 31 of cach year, the Sceretary shall
prepare and submit to the appropriate commillees of Congress a report describing the activitics

carried oul under this Act during the period for which the report is being prepared.

SECTION 8. Separability Clause. — 1f any provision or part hereof is held invalid or
unconstitutional, the remainder of the law or provision not otherwise alfccted shall remain valid

and subsisting,

SECTION 9. Repealing Clause. — Any law, presidential decree or issuance, executive
order, leller ol instruction, adiministrative order, rule, or regulation contrary to or inconsistent

wilh the provisions of this Act is hercby repealed, modified, or amended accordingly.



] SECTION 10, Kffectivity Clause. -~ This Act shatl wke effect {illeen (15) days after ils

2 publication in at least two (2) newspapers ol general civeulation.

Approved,
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