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EXNPLANATORY NOTLE

Victis ol abuse, vielence, exploitation, and other lorms of offenscs committed against
women, children, and other persons vulnerable (o abuses, which degrade their inteprity, arc
catitled 1o the protection of the State. Maintaining the privacy of the vietims, as well as the
privacy of their Tamifies, is vital il the victims are 1o reccive the protection and assistance thal

they righthntly deserve.

Hinlortunately, there are mercly picees ol obscure provisions in various laws which seek to
protect the privacy of victinis of ahose and their lamilics, As a result, most victims ¢hoose 1o
sulfer i siences and deeide against sceking justice [or fear of public ridicuie, humiliation,
andd nccessary intrusion into their Hves, and the Tives of their families. On the other hand,
those who Tind the courage 1o seck Justice are hurled in a spectacke of pubtic comment, as it
the travma ol appearing in conrt, and being subjected o cross-cxamination, is not cnough.
Wil the ercasing use of sociad media platforin as o means ol communication, the culture of
disrespect for privacy of viciins, as woell as any person, s aggravaied,

I vicw of the Toregoing, it is being proposed that the records ol aciions, suits, or any other
procecdings, whether administrative or judicial, mvolving offenses ol abuse, violence,
cxploitition, and other torms of degrading oftenses, shall remain conlidential and cxempt
from disclosure. Fourtheomore, the identity of the victims and their familics should be

contidential, Any purson who disrespects the inviolable right of the victims of abuse arxl
their fnily should be penalized.

Fhe proposed bill is consistent Scetion 2 and Seciion 3 of Article 11 ot the 1987 Philippine
Constilution which guaranices the risht of people to be sceure i their persons, and the right

o privacy,
Section 2 Article Hol'the Philippine Constitution states:

Section 2. The right of the people 1o be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and elfects
aedinst unseasonable scarches and seizures o whatever nature and For any purpose shall be
nviolable, and no search warrant of warrant of arvest shall issue oxcept upon probable
cause 1o be detennined persenaliy by the judge atter examination under oath or atfimation
of the complainant and the wimesses he may prodace, and particularly deseribing the place
to he scarched and the persoens or things t be seized.



Section 3, Article HE ot the Philippine Constitution states:
Seetion 3. 'The privacy of communication and correspondence shall be inviolabie except
upen Towdul order of the conrl, or when public salety or order requires otherwise as

prescribod by law,

Any evidenee obtained in vielation of this or the preceding scetion shall be inadmissible

for why purpose i any proceeding.

Liview ol the Toregoing, the passage ol this bill is carmestly reconunended.

VARIA BOURPES NANCY 5. BINAY
Senator
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AN ACT STRENGHTENING THE RIGHTS TO PRIVACY OF VICTIMS OF
ABUSE, VEOLENCE, EXPLOVEATION, AND OTHER OFFENSES, AND THEIR
FANMILIES BY MANDATING THE CONFHNTIALTTY OF RECORDS OF
ACTTHONS. SUNTS OR PROCEEDINGS, ANB THE TBENTHY OF VICTIMS
ANDHHEIR FAMILILS, PROVIDING PENALTTES THEREIOR

Be it enacred v the Scnare and Howse of Representaiives of the Philippines in Congress
axscinhlod,

SECTHON 1L Shore Tide, This Act shall be known as the “Vietim Conlideniiality Act of
20037

SECTION 2. Confidentiality of Records, Al records pertaining to the investigation, action,
sult op provecding belore any governmental dopartment, cormmission, board, burcau, agency,
reeulatory authority, instrementality, judicial or administrative body in the Republic of the
Philippines involving the {ollowing shall be absolutely  conlidential and exempt from

disclosure:

() Crime ol rape, acls of lasciviousness, seduction, corruption of  minor,
cxploitation as delined under Act No. 3815, as amended, otherwise known as
the Revised tenal Code, Republic At Noo 7610, ofherwise known as the

Special - Protection of Children Apainst Abuse. Exploitatiorns and
Discrimination Act, and otlier relaicd faws;

{0 Any Torn of violence, such as physical, sexual, and psychological violence
conmitled against women and/or children under Act Noo 3815, as amended,
otherwise knownt as the Revised Penal Code. Republic Act No.o 7610,
olhierwise known as the Special Protection of Children Against Abuse,
Lxplottation and Discrimination Act, Republic Act 4262, or the Anti-Violence
Against Women and Children, and other refated faws; and

) Any form ol abuse. such as physical, sexual, psyehological and economic
abuse, neglect. eruelty, exploitation and discrimination commiticd against
woren andfor children imder Act No. 3813, as amended, otherwise known as
the Revised Penal Code, Repubilic Act No. 7610, otherwise known as the

Speciat - Protection of - Children Apainst Abuse, [xplodation  and
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Priscriminalion Acl. Republic Act No. 9208, as amended, vtherwise known as
the AnG-Teafticking in Persons Act, and other related laws,
“Childven™ refer o those below cighteen (18) years of age or older but are incapable of taking
vire ol themselves as delined under Republic Act No. 7610, or the Special Prolection of
Children Agamst Abase, Exploitation and Diseriminalion Act,

SECTION 8, Unfaw/ul er 1 shall be undawiul (or any person, whether inteationally or
through pross neghpence, w publish or cause (o be published, in any formal, any ol the

following:

(@) The name, address, welephone number, school, business addeess, employer, or
any other identitying inlormation ol a victim of the offenses specificd in
section 2 hereoll or an immediate family member of such victim, without the
wrilleir consent of the vieting and/or the immediate famity member. In case
the victing is @ minor, the wriden consent of the parent or legal guardian, and

the miner vietin who is over twelve {(12) years of age, shall be obtained.

“ITmmediate family member™ reler o the spouse, ascendant(s), descendant(s),
adopted child(ren), or adoptive parcnt(s).

{h) The records or any part thercol, of the action, suail, proceeding, or any
statement made therein by any person, such as the victinyg a wilness, public
olficers, lawyers, or the judge.

SECTION 4 Pyenprion, The Tollowing communications, disclosure, or publication shall be
exenpt from the ruie on canlidentiality and non-disclosure:

() Any communication,  disciosure,  or publication  made o appropriate
vovernment agencics for the sole purpose ol informing and/or reporting,
commission ol a erime; and

(h A private conumunication. disclosure, or publication made by any person o
anather in the pertormance of any legal, moral or social duty.

SECTION 50 fdentification. The victims, thelr immediale amily members. and  their
witnesses shall be identitied by numbers or psendonyms for the following purposes of news
reparting: and identification in decisions, resolutions, o orders o any  governmental
department. conuuission,  hoard, burcaw. agency, regulatory  authorily, instrumentality,

judicial or administrative body in the Republic of the Philippines which are required {o be

diselosed (o the public.

SECTEON 6, Pesdiv. Any person Tound guilty of the unlawful acts provided under Section 3
Lhoereol shall sufter the penalty o ane (1) year imprisonment and a line of not more than Vive
HMundred  Thousand  pesos (P500,000.000, fn case ol juridical ey, the penaity ot
inprisonment shall be imposed apon the divectors, officers, emiployees or other oflicials or

persons therein responsible Tor the ollense,

The penaliy herein shall be withow prejudice 1o the eivil liabilities arising frons the criminal

ollense,
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SICTYON 7, fpleweniation. The Department of Justice, in coordination with all relevant
covernen! oftices, shatl jointly promuleate and issue the necessary implementing roles and
repidations Tor the implementation of this Act within sixty {601 days alter the effectivity of
this Act,

SECTTON 8 Separabiling Clanse, Hany portion or provision of this Acl is declared void and
unconstilutional, the reaaining portions or provisions hereol shall not be affected by such
declaration.

SECTION 9 Repealing Clanse. AlE laws, decrees, orders, rules and regulations, other
isstanees, or parts thereol incoasistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed or
modilivd accordingly,

SECTTON 0. Ffjecriviey Clause. Fhis Act shall take ofiect filleen (15) days after its
complete publication in at least two (23 national newspapers ol peneral ciyculation,

Approved.
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