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Recommending that it be archived

MR. PRESIDENT:

The Committee on Finance to which was referred Senate Resolution No. 554,
introduced by Senator Miriam Defensor-Santiago, entitled:

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE PROPER SENATE
COMMITTEE, TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY IN AID OF
LEGISLATION, ON THE ALLEGED CLERICAL ERRORS IN
THE PREPARATION AND ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL
ALLOTMENT AND RELEASE ORDERS (SAROs) AT THE
DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT

has considered the same and has the honor to report it back to the Senate with the
recommendation that it be archived considering that the Department of Budget and
Management (DBM) has satisfactorily explained to the Commitiee on Finance the
error it has committed, when it inadvertently attributed SARO No A-079539 in the
amount of P3 billion to Congressman Manuel Zamota, on the report that the DBM
submitted to the Commission on Audit. The error was a consequence of an earlier
mistake made by the DBM in assigning SARO A-079539 to cover both releases of
P3 billion for the Preventive Maintenance of National Roads and Btridges —
Nationwide and P500,000 for projects under the congressional allocation of
Congressman Zamora. The error was rectified by DBM by affixing letter “A” to SARO
No. 079539 covering the release of P500,000.

The DBM has assured the Committee that the same mistake will not happen again
since it has fully implemented in FY 2014 the e-Budget System, a computerization
program used in the processing of documents on the releases of funds. In addition,
the DBM has adopted measures to ensure the integrity of its release documents.
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