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Sponsor : Senator Angara 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The Committee on Foreign Relations to which was referred House Bill No. 4889, 

introduced by Representatives Bichara, Acedillo, Biazon, Zubiri, Collantes, Cortuna, 

Gatchalian (S.), Seneres, Del Mar, Ortega (V.), Rodriguez (R.), Arnaiz, Angping, Bello 

(W.), Garcia (G.), and Rodriguez (M.), entitled: 

"AN ACT 
DEFINING THE MARITIME ZONES OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES" 

Taking into consideration Senate Bill No. 39, introduced by Senator Trillanes IV, 

entitled: 

"AN ACT 
TO DEFINE THE MARITIME ZONES OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES" 

and Senate Bill No. 174, introduced by Senator Osmena III, entitled: 

"AN ACT 
TO DEFINE THE MARITIME ZONES OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES" 



has considered the same and has the hOllor to report these bills b,lCk to the Senate with 

the recommendation that Iiouse Bill No. 4889, entitled: 

"AN ACT 
DEFINING TIlE MAIUTIME ZONES OF TIlE 

REPUBLIC OF TIlE PIHLlPPINES" 

be approved with the following amendments: 

1. On line ~" page 2, insert the word "FOLLOWING" between the word "the" and ":"; 

2. On lines 7 and B, page 3, delete the words "exclusive economic zone" and just put 

the acronym "EEl':" and delete the parentheses enclosing It; 

3. On line 12, page 3, put a hyphen in the word "nonorganlc", thus it should now be 

written as "non-organic"; and 

4. On line 26, page 3, ugain, put a hyphen in the word "nonorganic", thus it should 

now be written as "non-organic". 
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CONORESS OF mE PHILIPPINr,s } 
SIXTEENTH CONGRESS 
S.cond Refltllaf S."lon 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

H. No. 4889 

-
By RlJPRESENTA'nvES BICHARA, ACEDu.LO, llJAZON, ZUBIRI, COLLANTES, 

COR11JNA, GATCHAlJAN (S.), SE>mRES, DEL MAR, ORTEGA (V.), 
RODRIOUEZ (R.), ARNAIZ, ANOPlNO, BELLO (W.), GARCIA (G.) AND 
RODRlGUEZ (M.) 

AN ACT DEFINING THE MARITIME ZONES OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
THIl PHILIPPINES 

ne II enacled by Ihe Senate and House of Representalives of the Philippines in 
Congress assembled: 

SECTION I. Short Title. - This Act shall be known as the "Philippine 

2 Maritime Zones Act". 

3 SEC. 2. Maritime Zone... - The maritime zones of the Philippines 

4 shall be comprised of Its intel'nal waters, archipelagic waters, territorial sea, 

S contiguous ZOlle, exclusive economic ?One (EEZ) nod continental shelf. All 

6 territories of the Philippines shall generate their respective maritime zones In 

7 accordance with International law. 

8 SEC. 3, Archipelagic Bas,lInes. - Archipelagic baselirt¢s, as ultd In 

9 this Act, shall refe,' to the baselines as defined under Republic Act No. 9522, 

10 entitled: "An Act to Amend Certein Provisions of RcpubUc Act No. 3046. as 



2 

Amended by Republic Act No. S446, to Define the Archipelagic Baseline. of 

2 the Philippines, nnd for Other Purposes". 

3 SEC. 4. llllernal Waters. - The Internal waters of the Philippines shan 

4 refer 10 the: 

S (a) Waters on the landward side of the IU'chlpelagic baselines not 

6 fonnlng part of IU'chlpclaglc waters under Section S hereof and delimited in 

7 accordance wilh Article SO of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law 

8 of Ihe Sea (UNCLOS); andiol' 

9 (b) Waters on Ihe landward side .fthe bascllne of the territorial sea of 

10 lerrllorlos outside of Ihe archipelagic baseUnes. 

II The Philippines shall exercise sovereignty over its internai waters and 

12 the airspace over It as well as Its seabed and subsoil in accordance with tlle 

13 UNCLOS and other existing laws and treaties. 

14 SEC. S. Archipelagic Waters. - The archipelagic waters of the 

1 S Philippines sball retCr to tllO walers on the landward side of the arChipelagic 

16 baselines except as provided for IInder Section 4 hereof. 

17 Within the archipelagic waters, closing lines for the deJimltation of 

i8 internal waters shall be drawn pursuanllo Article SO of the UNCLOS and other 

19 existing laws and treaties. 

20 The Pililfppines shaU exercise sovereignty and Jurisdiction over ils 

21 archipelagic walers and the airspace over it as well lIS Its seabed and subsoil In 

22 accordance with the UNCLOS and other exisling laws and treaties. 

23 SEC. 6. rel'rllorlal Sea. - The territori.1 sea of the Phil1ppines shall 

24 refer to the belt of sea measured twelve (12) nautical miles from the baselines 

2S or from Ihe low-water line, as the case may be. 

26 The Philippines shali exercise sovereignty over its territorls' sea und the 

27 airspace over It os well as Its seabed and subsoil 111 accordance with the 

28 UNCLOS and other existing laws and treaties. 



• • 
I 

2 

3 

4 

S 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

IJ 

14 

IS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
25 

26 

27 

28 

3 

SEC. 7. Conllgo,ou$ Zone. - The contiguous zone of the Philippines 

.hall ref.r to the waters beyond and adjacent to its territorIal sea and up to the 

extent of twenty-fuur (24) nautioal miles from the baselines from which the 

breadth of the territorial sea is measured. 

The Philippines shall exercise sovereign rights ovor this ;rone In 

accordance with Ute UNCLOS and other existing laws and treaties. 

SEC. 8. Exclusive Economic Zone. - The exclusive economic ;rone 

(EEZ) of the Philippines shall refer to the waters beyond and acljaeent to Its 

territorial sea and up to the extent of two hundred (200) nautical miles from the 

baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is mea.sured. 

The Philippines shan exereise sovereign rigilts over this arca including 

the right to explore and exploit living and nonliving, organic or nonorganic 

resources In accordance with tlte UNCLOS and nUI.r existing laws and 

treaties. 

SEC. 9. Continental Shelf. - The continenW shelf of the Philippines 

shan be comprised of the seabed IUld subsoil of the submarine areM that extend 

beyond ltl territorial sea throughout the natural prolongation of its land 

territory to the outer edge of the continental margin, or to • distance of!Wo 

hundred (200) nautical miles froth the bMelines from which the br.addl of the 

territorial sea Is measured, where the outer edge of the continental margin does 

not extend up to that distance. 

Continental sholves extending beyond !Wo hundred (200) nautical miles 

from the baselines shall be delineated in nccordance with Article 76 of the 

UNCWS. 

Tile Pbilippines shall excrei"" sovereign rights over this area Including 

tho right to explore and exploit living and nonliving, organic or nonorganic 

resources in scoot-dance wlth the UNCLOS and other exiSting laws and 

Ireatl .. ,. 
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I SEC. 10. Adherence /0 EJI/sllng Laws. Other rights of the 

2 Philippines not stipulated In this Act shall be exercised in accordance with 

3 Intematlonal law and the laws and regulations of tl,e Philippines. 

4 SEC. 11. Separability Clause. - If any portion or provision of this 

~ Act Is declared unconstitutional or invalid, til. Olher portions or provisions 

6 bereornot affected thereby 'hall continue to be in full force and effect. 

7 SEC. 12. Repealing Clause. - AI/laws inoonsi,tcnt with or contrary 

8 to the provisions of this Act are deemed amended, modified or repealed 

9 accordingly. 

10 SEC. 13. F/foci/Vily. - This Act shnll take effect fifteen (15) dllY' 

II following lis publication in the Official Gazette or In any two (2) newspapers 

12 of general clrculntion. 

Approved, 

o 
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