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Submitted by the Committee on Foreign Relations on JUN 03 701

Re . House Bill No. 4889

Recommending its approval with amendments, taking into consideration Senate Bill
Nos. 39 and 174.

Sponsor : Senator Angara

MR. PRESIDENT:
The Committee on Foreign Relations to which was referred House Bill No. 4889,
introduced by Representatives Bichara, Acedillo, Biazon, Zubiri, Collantes, Cortuna,
Gatchalian (8., Seneres, Del Mar, Ortega {V.), Rodriguez (R.), Arnaiz, Angping, Bello
(W.), Garcia (G.), and Rodriguez (M.), entitled:
“AN ACT
DEFINING THE MARITIME ZONES OF THE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES”
Taking into consideration Senate Bill No. 39, introduced by Senator Trillanes [V,
entitled:
“AN ACT
TO DEFINE THE MARITIME ZONES OF THE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES”
and Senate Bill No. 174, introduced by Senator Osmena 1, entitled:
“AN ACT

TO DEFINE THE MARITIME ZONES OF THE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES”




has considered the same and has the honor to report these bills back to the Senate with
the recommendation that House Bill No. 4889, entitled:
“"AN ACT
DEFINING THE MARITIME ZONES OF THE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES”
be approved with the following amendmoents:
1. Online 4, page 2, insert the word “FOLLOWING” between the word "the” and *”;
2. Onlines 7 and 8, page 3, delete the words “exclusive economic zone” and just put
the acronym “LEZ” and delete the parentheses enclosing it;
3. Online 12, page 3, put a hyphen in the word "nonorganic”, thus it should now be
written as “non-organic”; and

4. On line 26, page 3, again, put a hyphen in the word “nonorganic”, thus it should

now be written as "non-organic”,
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

H. No. 4889

BY REPRESENTATIVES BICHARA, ACEDILLO, BIAZON, ZUBIRY, COLLANTES,
CORTUNA, GATCHALIAN (S.), SefEREs, DEL MAR, Orrmsga (V.),
RODRIGUEZ (R.), ARNAIZ, ANGPING, BELLO (W), GARCIA (G.) AND
RODRIGUEZ (M.)

AN ACT DEFINING THE MARITIME ZONES OF THE REPUBLIC OF
THE PHILIPPINES

Be Ut enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in

Congress assembled:

SECTION [, Short Title, —~ This Act shall be known as the "Philippine
Matltime Zones At

Suc, 2. Maritime Zones. — ‘The maritime zones of the Philippines
shali be comprised of its internal waters, archipelagic waters, territorial sea,
contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and continetital shelf, All
territories of the Philippines shall generate their respective maritime zones in
accordance with international law.

SEC. 3. Archipelaglc Baselines. - Archipelagic baselines, as used in
this Act, shall refer to the basclines as defined under Republic Act Ne. 9522,
enlitled; “An Act to Amend Certain Provisions of Repubilo Aet No. 3046, s
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Amended by Republic Act No. 5446, to Define the Archipelagic Basslines of
the Phitippines, and for Other Purposes”™.

SEC. 4, Dueenal Waters. ~ The internal waters of the Philippines shali
refer to the:

(8) Waters on the landward side of the archipelagic baselines not
forming part of archipelagic waters under Section § bereof and delimited in
accordance with Article 50 of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sca (UNCLOS), and/or

(b) Waters on the landward side of the baseline of the tetritorial sea of
territorios outside of the archipelagic baselines.

"The Philippines shall excreise sovereignty over ity imternal waters and
the airspace over it as well as lts scabed and subsoll in accordance with the
UNCLOS and other existing laws and treaties,

$EC. 5. Archipeiagle Waters, ~ The archipelagle waters of the
Philippines shall refer to the waters on the landward side of the archipelagic
baselinos except as provided for under Section 4 hereof.

Within the archipclagic waters, closing Hnes for the defimitation of
internal waters shall be drawn pursunnt to Article 50 of the UNCLOS and other
existing laws and treaties,

The Fhifippines shall exercise sovereignty and jurisdiction over its
archipelagic waters and the airspace over it as well ns its seabed and subsoll in
accordance with the UNCLOS and other existing faws and treaties,

SEC. 6. [errirorfal Sea. — The jerritorial sea of the Philippines shall
refer to the belt of sea measured twelve (12) nautical miles from the baselines
or from the low-water iue, as the case ttiay be,

The Philippines shat! exercise soverelgnty over its tetritorial sea and the
nirspace over It 83 well as its scabed and subsoil In accordance with the
UNCLOS and other existing laws rnd treaties.
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SEC. 7. Contiguous Zone, — Tho contiguous zone of the Fhilippines
shall refer to the waters beyond and adjavent to its territoriul sea and up to the
extent of twenty-four (24) nautical miics from the baselines from which the
breadth of the tertitorial sea is measured.

The Phillppines shall exercise sovercign rights over this zone in
accordance with the UNCLOS and other existing laws and treaties,

SEC. 8. Exclusive Economic Zone. — The exclusive economic zone
(EEZ) of the Philippines shali refer 1o the waters beyond and adjacent to its
territorial sea and up to the extent of two hundred (200} nautical miles from the
baselines from which the breadth of the territoriat sea is measured.

The Philippines shall exercise sovereign rights over this arca including
the right to explore and exploit Hving and nonfiving, organic or nonorganic
resources i accordance with the UNCLOS and other existing laws and
treaties,

5gC, 9, Cominental Shelf, — The continental sheif of the Phitippines
shall be comptised of the seabed and subsoil of the submarine areas that extend
beyond its terrltorial sea throughowt the naweral prolongation of its land
ferritory {0 the outer edge of the continenial mergly, or o a distance of twvo
hundred (200) nautical miles from the baselines from which the breadth of the
territorlal sea Is measured, where the outer edge of the continental margin does
not extend up to that distance,

Continental shelves extending beyond two hundred (200} nautival miles
from the baselines shall be delineated in accordance with Article 76 of the
UNCLOS.

The Philippines shall exercise sovereign rights over this area including
tha right to explore and exploit living and nonliving, organic or nonorganic
resources in accordance with the UNCLOS and other existing laws and
troaties,
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SEC. 10, Adherence to Existing Laws. -  Other rights of the
Philippines not stipulated in this Act shall be exercised in accordance with
international law and the laws and regulations of the Phifippines,

Suc. Vi, Separghilty Clanse, ~ 1f any portion or provision of this
Act I5 declared unconstitutional or invalid, the other pottions or provisions
hereof not affected thereby shall continge to be in full force and effect,

See, 82, Repealing Clause, - All laws inconsistent with or confrary
to the provisions of this Act are deemed amended, modified or repealed
accordingly.

SEC. 13, FEffectivity. — This Act shall take effoct fificen (15) days
following its publication in the Qfficial Gazette or in any two (2) newspapers
of genetal clrculation,

Approved,
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