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AN ACT
TO PROVIDE SURVEILLANCE RESEARCH AND SERVICES AIMED AT 

THE PREVENTION OF BIRTH DEFECTS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 15 provides: “The State shall protect and 

promote the right to health o f the people and instill health consciousness among them.*’
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Article 13, Section 11 also provides: “The State shall adopt an integrated and 

comprehensive approach to health development which shall endeavor to make essential 

goods, health and other social services available to all the people at affordable cost. There 

shall be priority for the needs o f the under-privileged, sick, elderly, disabled, women, and 

children. The State shall endeavor to provide free medical care to paupers.”

Around the world, birth defects are the leading cause o f death among infants. 

Prevention efforts are slowed by lack o f information about the number or causes o f birth 

defects. Outbreaks o f birth defects may go undetected because surveillance and 

research efforts, if  any, are underdeveloped and poorly coordinated. Moreover, our 

people have the wrong attitude when we speak o f birth defects.

In complying with the mandate o f the Constitution to protect and promote the 

health o f the people, this bill is brought forth to reduce if  not stop the occurrence o f birth 

defects.* 1

DEFITNSOR SANTIAGO

This bill was first filed in the Thirteenth Congress, First Regular Session.












