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AN ACT INTEGRATING PALLIATIVE AND HOSPICE CARE 
INTO THE PHILIPPINE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Hospice and Palliative Care is a multidisciplinary care that improves the quality of life of 
patients (adults and children) and their families who are facing problems associated with 
life-threatening illness. It is an approach that provides terminally ill patients relief from 
suffering and upholds the quality of life.

Palliative care, when first inlrMuced in the country mainly focused on cancer patients. 
Through the years, other components of palliative care were gradually practiced, 
leading to its recognition as a. public health service. National and international 
government health care policy documents identified palliative care as an integral 
component of care and support for all patients who have the following conditions: 
cancer, ESRD (end-stage renal disease), advanced heart/ liver/ respiratory diseases, 
dementia, and AIQS.

Acknowledging the call of the World Health Assembly which recognized palliative care 
as a core component of integrated, people-centred health services, not an optional 
extra, this bill aims to integrate hospice and palliative care into the structure and 
financing of Philippine Health Care system by: |

• Strengthening and expanding human resources, including training of existing 
health professionals, embedding palliative care into the core curricula of all 
new health professionals, as well as educating volunteers and the public. |

t

• Encouraging the development of home-based palliative and hospice care 
programs at the grassroots level, which would increase the poor's access to 
quality health service.












