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AN ACT
DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO PREPARE AND PUBLISH 

ANNUALLY A CONSUMER GUIDE TO PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICES

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

k The Constitution, Article 13, Section 11, provides:

The State shall adopt an integrated and comprehensive approach to 
health development which shall endeavor to make essential goods, health, 
and other social services available to all the people at affordable cost.

Republic Act No. 9502, also known as the “Universally Accessible Cheaper and 
Quality Medicines Act o f2008,” Section 2 states:

Section 2. Declaration o f Policy. -  It is the policy of the State to 
protect public health and when the public interest or circumstances of 
extreme urgency so require, it shall adopt appropriate measures to promote 
and ensure access to affordable quality drugs and medicines for all.. . .

This bill seeks to direct the Department of Health to prepare and publish an annual 

consumer guide for the suggested retail prices of prescription drugs.

A guide which indicates the suggested retail prices of drugs will help the 

consumers determine the effectiveness of prescription drugs and therapies. This will 

enable the buyer to adequately exercise his option by giving him sufficient information 

about the prices of other drug products available in the market.* 1
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1 This bill was originally filed in the Thirteenth Congress, First Regular Session.
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