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AN ACT
INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR PLANTING EVIDENCE, AMENDING FOR 

THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACTNO. 10591, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE 
"COMPREHENSIVE FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION REGULATION ACT”

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution, Article 3, Section 1, provides:

Section 1. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property 
without due process of law, nor shall any person be denied the equal 
protection of ̂ e  laws.

While the state is clothed with the power to maintain peace and order throughout 

the country, said power is counterbalanced by the primordial right of every individual to 

due process of law. As the law enforcement arm of the government is duty-bound to 

enforce our laws, so too must it protect the innocent individuals who are prejudiced by its 

indiscriminate and/or unwarranted implementation.

Recently, it has come to light that "tanim-bala” syndicates that operate in our 

airports and seaports are using Republic Act No. 10591, otherwise known as the 

"Comprehensive Firearms and Ammunition Regulation Act,” to take advantage of 

unwitting passengers by planting ammunition on their luggage. Once the ammunition is 

discovered, corrupt law enforcers would then coerce the putative offenders into paying 

bribes in exchange for the dropping the charges against them.

This nefarious practice can start as soon as a person is identified to be a passenger 

who will have his luggage inspected by law enforcement officials. Even porters, luggage








