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AN ACT
AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO CARRY OUT PROGRAMS 

AND GRANTS REGARDING THE PREVENTION AND MANAGEMENT OF 
ASTHMA AND RELATED RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS FOR LOW-INCOME

FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 15, provides:

The State shall protect and promote the right to health of the people 
and instill health consciousness among them.

Asthma is the most common chronic respiratory disease among children and is the 

third leading cause of preventable hospitalizations.

According to the United Nations Daily Highlights, asthma kills over 180,000 

people worldwide annually. In the Philippines, asthma affects over six (6) million 

children. The Philippines is ranked 32nd in “self-reported asthma.” The country has a 

prevalence rate of about 12 %. A nationwide study conducted by the University of Santo 

Tomas showed that about 12.4% of children aged 14 to 15 years old are afflicted with 

asthma. Most of these children come from low-income families or communities. Over all, 

one out of 10 Filipinos has asthma, based on a Philippine General Hospital survey.

The government has a major role to alleviate the effects of asthma and other 

related respiratory diseases among its constituents living in poverty. This bill seeks to 

authorize the Department of Health to carry out programs and grants regarding the
















