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Introduced by Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago

AN ACT
AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8485, ALSO KNOWN AS 

THE ANIMAL WELFARE ACT OF 1998, SECTION 8 ON THE PENALTIES FOR
THE VIOLATION OF THE ACT

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Republic Act No. 8485, also known as the “Animal Welfare Act of 1998” is the 

primary law punishing cruelty to animals. Section 8 of said Act provides for the penalty 

of imprisonment of not less than six (6) months nor more than two (2) years or a fine of 

not less than One thousand pesos (PI,000) nor more than Five thousand pesos (P5,000) or 

both at the discretion of the Court, for the violation of the provisions of the Act.

However, the penalty for the violation of the Act is too low to serve as a deterrent. 

In the United Kingdom, the penalty for the violation of their animal welfare act is 

£20,000.

Reports say that about 300,000 dogs are being killed every year in the Philippines 

to be served as “pulutan” -  appetizer for alcoholic beverages. The Network for Animals 

noted that many of those arrested for violation of Republic Act No. 8485 are repeat 

offenders. They can afford to commit the violation again because the penalties are too 

low.








