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AN ACT
AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 3019, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE ANTI­

GRAFT AND CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT, SECTION 13. ON ITS NON­
APPLICATION TO IMPEACHABLE PUBLIC OFFICERS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Under the principle of separation of powers, the judicial branch has no power 

under our constitution to suspend a member, of the legislative branch. Such an act is a 

diminution of the constitutional principle of interdepartment courtesy, making it 

unconstitutional and void. If Congress is to be effective in the discharge of its legislative 

function, its independence should be preserved.

This is the reason why the Constitution explicitly provides that Congress has the 

exclusive privilege of ensuring the orderly behavior of its members. Article 6, Section 16, 

paragraph 3 states:

Each House may ... with the concurrence of two-thirds of all its 
members suspend or expel a Member. A penalty of suspension, when 
imposed, shall not exceed sixty (60) days.

Since only Congress has the power of punitive suspension, it then follows that 

only Congress has the power of preventive suspension.

The broad language of R.A. No. 3019 (The Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act), 

Section 13 does not justify a construction that will clash with this accepted constitutional
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