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AN ACT CREATING THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SETTLEMENT AND URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT, DEFINING ITS MANDATES, POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, 

PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives o f the Philippines in Congress 
assembled:

CHAPTER I

TITLE, VISION AND POLICIES

1 SEC 1. Title. -  This act shall be known as the “Department o f Human Settlement and Urban

2 Development Act o f 20I6*\

3 SEC 2. Declaration o f Policies- The state shall, by law and for the common good undertake, in

4 cooperation with the private, a continuing program of housing and urban development which

5 shall make available at affordable cost, decent housing and basic services to underprivileged and

6  ̂ homeless citizens in urban centers and resettlement areas. It shall also promote adequate

7 employment opportunities to such citizens. In the implementation of such program, the state

8 shall respect the rights of small property owners.

9 Tlie state shall pursue the realization of a modem, humane, economically viable and,

10 environmentally-sustainable society where the urbanization process is manifest in towns and

11 cities being centers of productive economic activity and is led by market forces; where urban

12 areas have affordable housing, sustainable physical and social infrastructure and services

13 facilitated under the democratic and decentralized system of governance; and where urban areas

14 provide the opportunities for an improved quality of life and eradication of poverty.

15 Poor dwellers in urban or rural areas shall not be evicted nor their dwelling demolished,
16 except in accordance with law.






























