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AN ACT
REQUIRING MEAT PACKERS TO DISCLOSE THE ADDITIVES THAT THEY

PLACE IN THEIR PRODUCTS

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution, Article 13, Section 12, provides:

The State shall establish and maintain an effective food and drug 
regulatory system and undertake appropriate health manpower development 
and research, responsive to the country’s health needs and problems.

This bill requires that packaged meat treated with an additive, colorant, or any 

other method to enhance its appearance include a clear, conspicuous, and easily readable 

label on the packaging stating those details, and advising the consumer to check the 

packing date to determine its freshness. Additives such as carbon monoxide, vitamin E, 

and colorants are sometimes used so that meat appears fresher than it is. This practice 

can mask spoilage, and lead to consumers purchasing meat which is not as fresh as tliey 

believe.1
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1 This bill was originally filed during the Fourteenlh Congress, Third Regular Session and refiled during ihe 
Fifiecnlh Congress, First Regular Session.
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