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AN ACT
CREATING A CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM COMMISSION CHARGED WITH 
THE INVESTIGATION AND PREVENTION OF WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Whenever a person convicted of a crime is found, through discovery of new 

evidence such as post-conviction DNA testing, to have been innocent of that crime, a 

failure has occurred in the criminal justice system which wrongly convicted an innocent 

person and allowed the real perpetrator to remain undetected.

Review of the causes of wrongful convictions enables the state to identify 

potential weaknesses in the criminal justice system, and the remedies that can strengthen 

the quality of criminal justice.

There is not presently any government entity charged with conducting the 

independent, expert reviews of wrongful convictions necessary to identify the primary 

and potential causes of wrongful convictions.

Research conducted by the Innocence Project, an organization established in 1992 

at the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law at Yeshiva University in New York City and 

dedicated to exonerating the innocent through post-conviction DNA testing, shows the 

primary causes of wrongful convictions to include eyewitness misidentification; 

negligence, misconduct and poor training in forensic laboratories; false confessions; the 

use of jailhouse informants; incompetent or inadequate defense lawyering; and 

prosecutorial/police mistakes or misconduct.










