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AN ACT
DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH TO DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A 

NATIONAL PUBLIC EDUCATION CAMPAIGN ON THE IMPORTANCE OF 
ADVANCE CARE PLANNING AND OF AN INDIVIDUAL'S RIGHT TO DIRECT 

AND PARTICIPATE IN HIS OR HER HEALTH CARE DECISIONS

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 15 provides:

Section 15. The State shall protect and promote the right to health of 
the people and instill health consciousness among them.

According to the National Health Institute of the University of the Philippines, six 

out of ten Filipinos who succumb to sickness die without ever seeing a doctor.1 Hence, it 

is time for Filipinos to discuss and learn about future health care decisions for themselves 

and their family, and possibly start thinking about options that can help them with these 

choices, like advance directives.

Advance directives are decisions that can be written down prior to medical 

treatment, so the family can carry out a person's wishes for health care if this person is 

unable to communicate them.

Thus, this bill directs the Secretary of Health, directly or through grants, contracts, 

or interagency agreements, to develop a national campaign to inform the public of the 

importance of advance care planning and of an individual's right to direct and participate

1 http://newsinfo.lnquirer.net/inqulrerhedIines/natlon/view/20100413-263926/Heallh-care-beyond-rcach-of- 
poor-say-critics
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