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AN ACT
REQUIRING THE EXPRESS. WRITTEN CONSENT OF A PATIENT OR HIS 

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE TO AUTHORIZE THE PRESENCE OF NON
MEDICAL PERSONNEL DURING SURGERY

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Constitution. Article 2, Section 11 provides that;

The State values the dignity of every human person and guarantees 
full respect for human rights.

With this value in mind, the rules on evidence even disqualify certain persons 

from testifying in court by reason o f privileged communication to protect the dignity of 

individuals. Health personnel are one such group o f individuals who cannot in a civil 

ease, without the consent o f the patient, be examined as to any advice or treatment given 

by him or any information which he may have acquired in attending such patient in a 

professional capacity, which information was necessary to enable him to act in capacity, 

and which would blacken the reputation o f the patient.

Even with the protection given under the law, there are still instances where a 

patient’s dignity and privacy are violated. Most o f these violations happen inside the 

surgery or operating room where the patient is unable to prevent people from watching 

the operation because he or she is unconscious.








