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AN ACT RATIONALIZING GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION IN 
LABOR DISPUTES BY ADOPTING THE ESSENTIAL SERVICES 
CRITERIA IN THE EXERCISE OF THE ASSUMPTION OF 
JURISDICTION OR CERTIFICATION POWER OF THE 
SECRETARY OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT, AND 
DECRIMINALIZING VIOLATION THEREOF, AMENDING FOR 
THIS PURPOSE ARTICLES 278,279 AND 287 OF PRESIDENTIAL 
DECREE NO. 442, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE 
“LABOR CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives o f  the Philippines in 
Congress assembled:

1 Section 1. Article 278 of the Labor Code is hereby further amended

2 to read as follows:

3 “Art. 278. Strikes, picketing, and lockouts. -  (a) It is the

4 policy o f the State to encourage free trade unionism and free

5 collective bargaining.

6 “(b) Workers shall have the right to engage in concerted

7 activities for purposes of collective bargaining or for their mutual

8 benefit and protection. The right o f legitimate labor organizations
























