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AN ACT
IMPOSING DEATH PENALTY IN TH E PHILIPPINES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Section 19, Article III of the Philippine Constitution provides that:

"Excessive fines shall not be imposed nor cruel, 
degrading or inhuman punishment inflicted. Neither shall 
death penalty be imposed, unless, for compelling reasons 
involving heinous crimes, the Congress hereafter provides for 
it."

The influx of heinous crimes committed poses an alarming situation 
in the country nowadays. The indiscriminate and horrendous brutality 
happening everywhere rightfully and Justifiably compels the government to 
resort to the ultimate criminal penalty provided for by no less than our 
constitution - the death penalty. The imposition of life imprisonment proves 
to be a non-deterrent against criminality. This is consistent with the 
rationale of R.A. 7659 or the Death Penalty Law, which provides that death 
penalty is appropriately necessary "due to the alarming upsurge of such 
crimes which has resulted not only in the loss of human lives emd wanton 
destruction of property but also affected the nation’s efforts towards 
sustainable economic development and prosperity while at the same time 
has undermined the people's faith in the Government and the latter's ability 
to maintain peace and order in the country."

In view of the foregoing, the passage of this bill is earnestly 
recommended.
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