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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The bill seeks to institutionalize the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino 
Program (4Ps) of the Department of Social Welfare and Development. As of 
May 27, 2015, the 4Ps has covered 4,424,705 eligible poor households and has 
become the third largest Conditional Cash Transfer program globally, next 
only to Brazil (8.8 million households) and Mexico (6.5 million households). 
Studies show that the program closed about V4 of the poor’s income gap 
thereby enabling the poor to move closer to the minimum income level.

Proven gains of the 4PS include: improved mothers’ access to maternal 
health by promoting pre-and post-natal care and deliveries in health facilities; 
improved children’s health and access to health care services particularly after 
availing of vitamin A, iron supplements, dewoming pills and undergoing 
regular weight monitoring in health care facilities; and better access to 
education by keeping children in school particularly those who are most 
vulnerable to drop out. In 2015 alone, the program was able to bridge 333,673 
children to finish high school.

In addition, the 4PS has become a platform for eligilbe poor households 
to benefit from other social protection programs through internal and external 
convergence. These include coverage under the National Health Insurance 
Program by the Philhealth Insurance Corporation, increased access to 
economic opportunities through employment facilitiation and micro­
enterprise development through Sustainable Livelihood Program, and entry 
into higher education institutions through the Students’ Grant-in-Aid 
Program in partnernship with the Commission on Higher Education, 
Department of Labor and Employment and State Universities and Colleges.

Hence, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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