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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR A NATIONAL SECURITY POLICY AND PLANNING 
FRAMEWORK AND CREATING AN INSTITUTIONAL MECHANISM FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The new contours of politics and economics both internal and external have 
substantially influenced the nature of security challenges of the entire nation. The end 
of the cold war heralded by the fall of the Berlin Wall might have moved the world a 
step away from the spectre of nuclear destruction but it also marked the beginning of 
what Peter Ducker refers to as another "kind of history." In addition to some of cold 
war's "unresolved conflicts," -  tension in Taiwan Strait and the Korean peninsula- the 
new, post cold war period also spawned new security challenges from ethno- linguistic 
strife to unresolved border disputes.

The end of the East-West divide has likewise paved for the systemic 
restructuring of societies- their basic values, social and political structures, and key 
institutions- but in the process, unbalanced other "new" security issues. Such concerns 
that are now being considered in the formulation of long- term policies of government 
include among others, international terrorism, inter- cultural conflict, environmental 
degradation, food and energy scarcity, drug and human trafficking, and ill- effects of 
globalization. Although some of these so-called "new" security challenges have always 
been in our midst, their impacts to the survival and development of individuals and of 
nations have now become clearly understood, necessitating a re-examination and re­
conceptualization of "security." These issues have gained adherents and have moved 
from the periphery to the center of the debate on security policy and strategy 
formulation.

The security implications of recent developments in the structure of political 
relations among nation states and the international economy- enhanced by advances in 
science and technology warrant the search for a new approach to security, one that 
covers non-military concerns such as economic, environmental, and social issues and 
the one that is able to account for the interconnected effects that such developments 
bear down on the state.

In the South Asian region, the call for a broader definition of security is reflective 
as well through the 1967 Bangkok Declaration. Although ASEAN leaders described their






















































