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AN ACT
FORTIFYING THE PEOPLE'S RIGHT OF OWNERSHIP OVER INFORMATION 
HELD BY THE PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Legislation on Freedom of Information (FOI) has been recognized for nearly 250 years, 
with the first FOI law enacted in Sweden in 1766 under the Freedom of the Press Act. 
This was followed in 1789 by the French Declaration of the Rights of Man, which called 
for the right of citizens to review government expenditures.

On December 14, 1946, the United Nations General Assembly passed the resolution 
stating unequivocally that: Freedom of information is a fundamental human right and is 
the touchstone of all freedoms to which the United Nations is consecrated. The 
significance of this concept was further explained in Article 19 of the UN Declaration of 
Human Rights, which provides that: Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to 
seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media, and regardless of 
frontiers.

General principles on freedom of information may have been declared by the United 
Nations and other international treaties, but national laws have to be adopted to ensure 
that citizens are able to exercise this right.

The First Principle in our Constitution states that, "The Philippines is a democratic and 
republican state. Sovereignty resides in the people and all government authority 
emanates from them." (Section I, Article II, Declaration of Principles and State Policies 
of the 1987 Constitution)

As such, our democratic government is a government of the people, by the people, and 
for the people. But the prevailing reality is that most of our less privileged Filipino 
brethren are born, struggle to survive, and die without knowing that they are the 
rightful and constitutional owners of this beautiful country.

It is government's responsibility to centralize information so as to govern effectively. It 
is the keeper of information on its territory, its land and resources, its people, without 
which there would be no government. The three branches of government also 
safeguard information related to the policies and programs needed to carry out the 
functions of governance. The centralization of personal records in government agencies




































