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AN ACT
INSTITUTING A NATIONAL LAND USE POLICY, PROVIDING THE 
IMPLEMENTING MECHANISMS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Under the National Land Use Policy Act of 2016, it shall be declared the policy of the State to 
instill in our people, in the hearts and minds of all Filipinos a thirty-year vision and land use plan 
for our country we can all aim for, work for, and achieve as one Filipino Nation.

hi the 1976 United Nations Conference on Human Settlement, Land was recognized to have a 
unique nature and crucial role in the society which cannot be treated as an ordinary asset. Land 
is considered to be a valuable tool in achieving social justice and holistic development, 
particularly food production, the provision of decent dwellings, human mobility and the health of 
people.

The Philippines has a total land area of thirty (30) million hectares. The lack of a comprehensive 
and unified national land use plan in the country is such a long overdue socio-political and 
economic policy issue posing great challenges and constraints to our country’s sustainable 
growth and development.

At present, there are approximately more than thirty (30) environmental and ecological 
protection laws and policies pertaining to land and water utilization and management in the 
Philippines. These include the Comprehensive Agrarian Refonn Law of 1988, as amended by the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program with Extension and Reforms Law of 2009, the 
National Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) Act of 1992, the Indigenous Peoples 
Rights Act of 1998, the Philippine Fisheries Code of 1998, the Agriculture and Fisheries 
Modernization Act of 1997, the Urban Development and Housing Act (UDHA) Act, the Mining 
Act of 1995, and the Forestry Reform Code.

However, there is a basic and urgent need to legislate a comprehensive national land use 
framework in our country, the absence of which has created problems and constraints such as the 
inconsistency of laws on land utilization and conflict among different sectors due to competing 
demands of land for economic and commercial uses, food production, shelter, environment 
preservation and indigenous people's preservation. The nature of implementation of these laws 
have resulted in overlapping of functions among the sectors concerned, conflicting claims and 
competing uses of our finite resources. There is a need to preserve equal respect for and 
protection of the traditional rights of the Indigenous Communities, which are often referred to as 
the last bastions of Mother Earth and uplift those who toil the land, without whose sweat we 
cannot have food on our tables. Apart from these, we need to further address the incessant 
demand for adequate supply of food and security, environmental integrity, climate change 
adaptation and mitigation, disaster risk reduction and management and prevention of illegal land 
conversion.
















































































