
SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS )
REPUBLIC O F THE PHILIPPINES )
First Regular Session )

S E N A T E  

S.B. No. 2

T HE p

t i m e :

b y : ____
V BILLS

In tro d u c e d  b y  SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA

AN ACT DECLARING PROTECTED AREAS AND PROVIDING FO R TH EIR 
MANAGEMENT. AMENDING FO R THIS PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7 5 8 6 , 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS TH E NATIONAL INTEGRATED PROTECTED AREAS 
SYSTEM (NIPAS) ACT O F 1992 , AND FO R OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

The Philippines is one of seventeen (17) megadiverse countries which together 
host 70-80% of the world's life forms and is believed to hcirbor more diversity of 
life than any other country on earth on a per hectare basis. Unfortunately, the 
country is losing its biodiversity at an unprecedented scale.

Article Xll, Section 4 of the 1987 Constitution states that "[tjhe Congress shall, 
as soon as possible, determine, by law, the specific limits of forest lands and 
national parks, marking clearly their boundaries on the ground."

To this end. Republic Act No. 7586, otherwise known as the "National Integrated 
Protected Areas System (NIPAS) Act of 1992" or the NIPAS Act, was passed 
establishing a system of protected areas within the classification of national park 
as provided for in the Constitution. The system consists of all areas or islands in 
the Philippines proclaimed, designated or set aside, pursuant to a law, 
presidential decree, presidential proclamation or executive order as national 
park, game refuge, bird and wildlife sanctuary, wilderness area, strict nature 
reserve, watershed, mangrove reserve, fish sanctuaiy, natural and historical 
landmark, protected and managed landscape/seascape as well as identified 
virgin forests before the effectivity of the NIPAS Act.

The NIPAS Act also provides for integration of additional areas into the System 
through a lengthy and careful inclusion procedure. This includes the conduct of 
suitability assessments, publication and public hearings, which then leads to 
the issuance of a Presidential proclamation and culminates in the final 
declaration and classification of the land by Congress as a national park.

Since 1992, 113 have been declared through Presidential proclamations as 
protected areas under the NIPAS. However, only thirteen (13) protected areas 
have finally proceeded to be legislated as such in the more them twenty (20) years 
since the NIPAS Act was enacted. It is imperative that proclaimed protected areas 
after the effectivity of the Act are finally declared as such through Congressional 
fiat as required by the NIPAS Act and pursuant to the directive of the 
Constitution.






















































