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Explanatory Note

In the 2015 State of Social Safety Nets report by the World Bank, the Pantawid 
Pamllyang Pilipino Program (4Ps) was speciHcally cited as one of the largest and 
best-targeted social safety net programs in the world with an estimated 82% of 
its benefits going to the bottom 40% of the population.

The number of household-beneficiaries covered by the program has risen to 
around 4.4 million from only 360,000 household-beneficiaries when it was first 
Implemented in 2008. There is widespread consensus among economists and 
social scientists that the scheme has been successful in improving human capital 
outcomes among the chronic poor household-beneficiaries, putting to rest 
concerns that it was a dole-out scheme that would promote mendicancy among 
recipients.

While the cash grants provided under the 4Ps may provide immediate social 
assistance, the program should be viewed as a long-term social development 
program to break the Intergenerational cycle of poverty among the chronically 
poor families through improvements in their education, health, nutrition, and 
poverty outcomes. By ensuring that children from poor households have good 
nutrition and are able to finish high school, their family’s odds of becoming non
poor becomes high.

This is confirmed by the 2013 study the Philippine Institute for Development 
Studies which estimates that the average dally wage of a high school graduate is 
40% higher than that of someone who only finished elementary schooling. An 
elementary graduate’s average dally wage will be 10% higher than that of an 
elementary undergraduate. Moreover, the targeted selection scheme used in the 
identification and selection of beneficiaries minimizes the leakage incurred by the 
program.

In light of the laudable achievement of the program and its potential in ensuring 
inclusive growth reaches the chronic poor, the passage of this measure is hereby 
requested.
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