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Introduced by Senator Francis N. Pangilinan

AN ACT CREATING A DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES, 
PROVIDING FOR ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Philippines is among the world’s largest fish producers, making the fisheries 

subsector a vital component of the economy. In 2014, the country’s total volume of fish 

production was 4.69 million metric tons, accounting for 17.65% of total agricultural 

output. The subsector’s gross earnings in the same year amounted to Php 242 billion.

According to the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), nearly 1.4 million Filipinos 

depend on fisheries and aquaculture for their livelihood. This constitutes 3.6% of the 

total employed individuals in the country. However, despite the subsector’s vastness, 

poverty incidence is highest among fishermen estimated at 39.2% in 2012, higher by 

14% compared to the poverty incidence of the general population.

In order to strategically develop and utilize the country’s marine resources, and curb 

poverty in the rural areas where most of the country’s fishermen live, this bill proposes 

the creation of a Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (DFAR). The DFAR 

shall be responsible for the management, development, improvement, proper utilization 

and conservation of the country’s marine resources. It will also ensure that the needs 

and concerns of the fisherfolks are adequately addressed, and help them move out of 
poverty.




































