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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING THE FILIPINO IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM, PROVIDING FUNDS
THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
Explanatory Note
Bureaucratic red tape is the rope that strangles government operations. Red tape stifles
business operations, restrains economie growth, and delays service delivery. Governments
aspiring to dispense public services in the most judieious, transparent, effective and efficient way
possible should not leave room for bureaucratic bottlenecks to take root.
Despite the enactment of Republic Act No. 9485, or the Anti-Red Tape Aet of 2007,
remnants of red tape still persist in government and business transactions in the country. The
most flagrant of its kind can be gleaned from the sheer number of identification cards issued by
various government agencies for analogous and divergent purposes. To illustrate the point,
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas has already identified twenty-one (21) types of government-issued
identification cards that can be used for financial transactions1. This proliferation of redundant
government-issued identification cards not only causes unnecessary spending for the government
and unwarranted burden and delays for the public; it also jeopardizes the security and privacy of
the individual with regard to their personal infonnation.
This bill seeks to institutionalize a unified Filipino Identification (ID) system to address
such delays and wastage. Through the adoption of a single identification system to transact with
any government or business entity in the country, individuals will not have to pay more or wait
longer just to avail of public or private services. Additionally, government agencies will not have
to undergo tedious bidding processes and spend millions of taxpayers’ money to issue redundant
identification cards to their clientele.
Furthermore, it provides access to better services from institutions like private businesses,
local government units (LGUs), Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (PHILHEALTH) and
the Information and Communication Technology Office (ICTO)/Department of Information and
Communications Technology (DICT). The bill allows LGUs and private business entities to
incorporate benefits and privileges with the Filipino ID card. The bill also provides for additional
features to be granted to all individuals enrolled in the Filipino Identifieation system, like the
automatic enrolment in the PHILHEALTH program and increased internet connection speed for
Free Publie Wi-Fi subscribers.

BSP Circular No. 564 s.2007 and Manual of Regulations for Non-Bank Financial Institutions, as amended by BSP
Circular No. 792 s.2013.
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