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EXPLANATORY NOTE
Defenders of Democracy and the right to freedom of expression often quote the following:
"I disapprove of what you say,
but I will defend to the death
your right to say it."
-Evelyn Beatrice Hall, "The Friends of Voltaire"
We now live in an age where technology has enhanced the freedom of expression and speech. It has
likewise empowered people and democratized institutions, processes and government. It is time to
defend these gains and work harder to pass legislation that will promote rather than stifle freedom
of expression, creativity and people empowerment.
Article 191of the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights(lCCPR) states that:
1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.
2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to
seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either
orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.
3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article carries with it special
duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall
only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:
a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;
b) For the protection of national security or of public order (order public), or of public health
or morals.

Section 2 of Article 2 of the Constitution provides that: "The Philippines renounces war as an
instrument of national policy, adopts the generally accepted principles of international law as part
of the law of the land and adheres to the policy of peace, equality, justice, freedom, cooperation, and
amity with all nations"

1 Article 19 of the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights

