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PHILIPPINE IMMIGRATION ACT

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The current governing law of the Bureau of Immigration, Commonwealth Act 
613, was enacted under the American regime in 1940. Albeit the various amendments 
which have been introduced in the said law over the years, with globalization and 
proliferation of international crimes, a more capable and practicable immigration 
system is very much needed by our country to keep up with the vast changing times.

Article II, Section 7 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution gives paramount 
consideration to national sovereignty, territorial integrity, national security, national 
interest, and the right to self-determination, as it adheres to the policy of peace, 
cooperation and amity with all nations.

Toward this end, this bill seeks to apply and administer Philippine immigration 
policies, rules and regulations in the promotion of domestic and international interests 
of the Philippines, in recognition of:

(a) The admission of foreign nationals for the purpose of enhancing capital 
iiwestments, trade and commerce, cultural exchanges and other forms of 
friendly relations and cooperation;

(b) The need for increased teclmological and scientific development;

(c) Promotion of conditions for social welfare and economic security of the 
people;

(d) Compliance with obligations and standards set by international law in the 
admission or exclusion of foreign nationals;

(e) Promoting international order and justice by denying the use of Philippine 
territory to persons who are engaged or likely to engage in terrorism, human 
smuggling and trafficking, criminal and other nefarious activities;

(f) Modernization of structures and mechanisms necessary for the administration 
of immigration laws in keeping with the changing demands of the country's role 
in the global community; and












































































