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AN ACT
TO ESTABLISH THE ARCHIPELAGIC SEA LANES IN THE PHILIPPINE 
ARCHIPELAGIC W ATERS, PRESCRIBING TH E RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 
O F FOREIGN SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT EXERCISING THE RIGHT OF 
ARCHIPELAGIC SEA LANES PASSAGE THROUGH THE ESTABLISHED 
ARCHIPELAGIC SEA LANES AND PROVIDING FOR THE ASSOCIATED 
PROTECTED MEASURES THEREIN

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In 2007, this representation principally authored in the Senate a proposed measure entitled “An 
Act Defining the Archipelagic Baselines of the Philippine Archipelago, Amending for the 
Purpose Republic Act No. 3046, as Amended by Republic Act No. 5446” or SBN 1467. It was 
eventually substituted by SBN 2699 and became Republic Act No. 9522 on 10 March 2009.

RA No. 9522 amended the provision of RA 3046, as amended by RA No. 5446, and effectively 
defined the archipelagic baselines of the Philippines thereby delineating the boundaries of the 
Philippine archipelago. It runs consistent with the provisions of Article 46 of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

The UNCLOS, which entered into force on 14 November 1994, recognizes that “an archipelagic 
state is a group of islands including parts of islands, interconnecting waters and other natural 
features which are closely interrelated that such islands, waters and other natural features form 
an intrinsic geographical, economic and political entity, or which historically have been 
regarded as such". Likewise, under the UNCLOS, an archipelagic state is allowed to draw 
straight baselines joining the outermost points of the outer islands and drying reefs.

Though RA No. 9522 provided the delineation of the archipelagic baselines of the Philippines, it 
failed, on the other hand, to provide and establish the archipelagic sea lanes of the Philippines as 
espoused in Article 53 of the UNCLOS. This proposed measure, therefore, seeks to establish 
archipelagic sea lanes in the Philippines’ archipelagic waters, prescribing the rights and 
obligation of foreign ships and aircraft exercising the right of archipelagic sea lanes passage 
through the established archipelagic sea lanes and providing for the associated measures therein.

In view of the foregoing reasons, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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