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AN ACT
IMPLEMENTING THE PEOPLES RIGHT TO INFORMATION AND THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL POLICIES OF FULL PUBLIC DISCLOSURE AND HONESTY IN 
THE PUBLIC SERVICE AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Section 24 of Article II under the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides that the State recognizes 
the vital role of communication and information in nation-building. Section 28 of the same 
articulates that subject to reasonable conditions prescribed by law, the State adopts and 
implements a policy of full public disclosure of all its transactions involving public interest.

Moreover, Section 7 of Article III under the same mandates that the right of the people to 
infomiation on matters of public concern shall be recognized and that access to official records 
and to documents and papers pertaining to official acts, transactions, or decisions, as well as to 
government research data used as basis for policy development, shall be afforded the citizen, 
subject to such limitations as may be provided by law.

However, while the public’s right to information is firmly enshrined in the Constitution and 
affirmed by the Supreme Court, access to public records largely remain limited.

This bill hopes to add on and enhance our democratic ideals and further empower our people. 
This measure seeks to respond to the problems involving basis for sanctions in cases of violation 
of the right to information. The existing remedy to compel disclosure, primarily judicial, is 
inaccessible to the general public; government’s record-keeping system is in a very poor state, 
the level of bureaucratic commitment to openness is low; and the cost of access to certain 
infonnation is excessive.

Furthennore, the bill provides for the following:
• An expansive scope in tenns of government agencies as well as information covered;
• A clear, uniform and speedy procedure for access to information;
• A proscription against excessive costs of access to information;
• A system of accessible and speedy remedies that a citizen who has been denied access to 

information may resort to;
• A mandate to promote a culture of openness within government; and
• Lear administrative, criminal and civil liability for violation of the right to information










































