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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR A COMPREHENSIVE NURSING LAW TOWARDS QUALITY 
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

Professional nurses provide safe, humane, quality and holistic care to individuals of varying 
age, gender and health status, population groups and community. They do duties in the 
hospitals they preferred in an irregular time.

As of 15 June 2015, there are 869,612 registered nurses in the Philippines. A total of 71,289 
or 8% of them are working abroad for better pay. Meanwhile, the remaining 92% are working 
here in the Philippines and receiving meager salaries. For hospital nurses, entry-level 
employment provides them with PI7, 255.00 a month (SG-10). Meanwhile, for nurses 
working under the local government units, they receive a daily wage ranging from P191.00 to 
P295.00. Worse, they are not given benefits such as Pag-Ibig, PhilHealth, etc. because their 
type of employment is labeled as having ‘no employer-employee relationship’. These 
amounts are not commensurate to the level of work that they do. This is one of the reasons 
why many of our nurses prefer to work abroad to provide for their families. Although, nurses 
are included in the salary increase under Executive Order No. 201, s. 2016, it is still not 
enough to cover for the everyday expenses as the cost of basic necessities are also increasing 
year after year.

Hence, this bill seeks to institutionalize the minimum base pay for nurses of not lower than 
Salary Grade 15 (SG 15) or its equivalent, including other incentives and benefits for entry 
level positions in government and private health institutions. Also, it seeks to strengthen the 
regulation of the nursing profession through empowering the Board of Nursing, allowing for 
the continuing education of nurse through open nursing education programs and a Code of 
Ethics and National Career Progression Program, adjudicating of administrative complaints 
against registered and licensed nurses, and through recognition, accreditation and certification 
of Advanced Nursing Practice, among others.

This measure was approved on 3rd Reading by both the Senate and the House of 
Representatives during the 16th Congress.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate approval of this bill is earnestly sought.

ANTO/NIO “SONNY” F. TRILLANES IV
Senator








































