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Introduced by Senator R ichard “ D ick ” J. G ordon

AN ACT PUNISHING THE W ILLFUL FAILURE TO PAY CHILD SUPPORT

EXPLANATORY NOTE

It is the primary responsibility o f the State to promote the best interests of 
children and protect their well-being. The payment o f child support should be an 
important priority o f the State. Unpaid child support is something that the State should 
not tolerate, for this threatens the health, education and survival of our children.

The acts punished in Republic Act No. 7610, as amended, otherwise known as 
the Special Protection o f Children Against Child Abuse. Exploitation and Discrimination 
Act, and Presidential Decree No. 603, as amended, otherwise known as the Child and 
Youth Welfare Code, do not include the willful failure to pay child support.

The State must protect and defend the right of children to child support. Parents 
must likewise be responsible for their children. A  law punishing the willful failure to pay 
child support must therefore be enacted.
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