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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 

PREVENTION OF TORTURE (NCPT), THE NATIONAL 
PREVENTIVE MECHANISM AGAINST TORTURE AND 

OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN, OR DEGRADING TREATMENT 
OR PUNISHMENT IN THE PHILIPPINES, PROVIDING A 

FRAMEWORK FOR IMPLEMENTING OBLIGATIONS UNDER 
THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
CONVENTION AGAINT TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, 

INHUMAN, OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT
(OPCAT), AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

United Nations treaty bodies, such as the United Nations 
Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT)1, oblige each State to take operative 
and proactive measures to prevent torture and other cruel, inhuman, or 
degrading punishment or treatment of persons deprived of liberty.

The Optional Protocol to the UN Convention Against Torture 
(OPCAT)2, introducing a system of regular visits to places of detention 
by international and domestic experts, was established as an additional 
preventive instrument to ensure that State actors adhere to their

1 Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 
adopted by Resolution 39/46 o f  the UN General Assembly on December 10, 1984, entry into 
force June 26,1987.

2 Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inliuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment, adopted by the UN General Assembly on December 18, 2002, UN 
Doc. A/RES/57/199, entry into force June 22, 2006.












































