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AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 53 (B) OF REPUBLIC ACT 
NO. 9184, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “AN ACT 

PROVIDING FOR THE MODERNIZATION, 
STANDARDIZATION AND REGULATION OF THE 

PROCUREMENT ACTIVITIES OF THE GOVERNMENT” 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

According to the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk 
Reduction in its “The Human Cost of Weather Related Disasters” 
report, the Philippines is ranked fourth most disaster-prone country 
in the world with a total of 274 weather related disasters recorded 
from 1995 to 2015. Our country is also among countries with the 
highest number of affected people at 130 million.1

Local government units (LGUs) and local offices of the 
Executive Departments are in the frontlines of measures that 
address any calamity. One problem that LGUs and local offices 
encounter is the strict implementation of Section 53 (b) of 
Republic Act No. 9184, otherwise known as ''An Act Providing 
For The Modernization, Standardization And Regulation Of The 
Procurement Activities Of The GovernmenF (Government 
Procurement Reform Act or “GPRA,” hereafter), which requires 
the existence of a calamity and a declaration of a “state of 
calamity” before a procuring entity may resort to negotiated 
procurements.

1 http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/545760/scitech/weather/philippines- 
4th-most-disaster-prone-country-in-the-world-un-report
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