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Introduced by Sen. Juan Miguel F. Zubiri

AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR FREE MEALS FOR STUDENTS OF THE PUBLIC EDUCATION 
SYSTEM PARTICULARLY SCHOOLCHILDREN FROM KINDERGARTEN TO 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, FOLLOWING THE K-12 POLICY, PROVIDING 
FRAMEWORK FOR ITS IMPLEMENTATION, APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

A news a rtic le 1 reveal th a t undernutrition  remains to  be a public health 
problem among students across ages. In  fact, a lo t o f impoverished children go to  
school on an em pty stom ach w hile  those w ho can a ffo rd  to  buy food feed on ju n k  
snacks th a t are low in nutritiona l value. Unicef2 says th a t even short-te rm  hunger can 
adversely a ffect a child's ab ility  to  learn, w hile  m icronutrien t deficiencies im pair 
children's cognitive and m otor skills and even th e ir In te lligence Quotient.

Despite the  governm ent's e ffo rts  to  com bat hunger, the 2012-2013 figures 
from  the  Departm ent o f Education show th a t more than ha lf a m illion Filipino 
schoolchildren are severely, underw eight and th a t the ir he ight and w e igh t do not 
corresponds to  the ir age requirem ent. Im agine having underw eight and stunted 
students as fu tu re  leaders.

Recognizing the vita l ro le o f ou r youth  in nation-build ing, as enshrined in the 
1987 Constitution, the National School Meal Program A ct provides legislation fo r 
the operation o f the  school meal program  as perm anent and essential pa rt o f our 
public education system. This proposed measure seeks to  address undernutrition , 
m a lnutrition , and hunger am ong school children in our public education system by 
providing free meals to  students from  Kindergarten to  Junior High School, fo llow ing 
the  K-12 Policy, and encourage the  consum ption o f nu tritious agricultura l 
com m odities and o ther food.

In  view  o f the  foregoing, early passage o f th is  bill is earnestly sought

MIGUEL F. ZUBIRI
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