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AN ACT
CONSTITUTING A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION TO AMEND THE 

1987 PH ILIPPIN E CONSTITUTION, DEFINING QUALIFICATIONS FOR 
ITS DELEGATES WHO SHALL BE ELECTED SIMULTANEOUSLY W ITH  THE 
OCTOBER 2016 BARANGAY ELECTIONS, APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR 

ITS OPERATIONS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Justice Isagani Cruz made it clear that the constitution must be 
quintessential rather than superficial, the root and not the blossom, the base and 
framework only of the edifice that is yet to rise. I t  cannot be argued that the 
Philippine society of today had grown tremendously as compared to ours o f three 
decades ago. The complexities of modern social, cultural scientific, moral and 
political landscape of the Filipinos is so challenging that the survival of the nation 
is deeply rooted and traceable to the basic law of the land -  the Constitution.

International challenges and developments is a wake up call for a re­
examination of our desire and our continuing pursuit for national identity as 
defined by the highest law of the land

Modern-day democracy is no longer about the government charting the 
future of the governed but is more about the latter commanding the actions of 
the former based on well-defined parameters, rules and guidelines to ensure 
compliance and prevent abuses.

The Constitution of the Republic is not permanent or constant like the 
waves of the deep blue sea; it goes where the wind blows. Basic is the principle 
that a very good constitution is not only brief, broad and definite but more 
particularly it should be flexible to answer the call of the changing times.

Undoubtedly, the Duterte administration was catapulted to power as an 
expression of the people's desire for change or at least a promise that change is 
coming. With the first President from Mindanao, who, even before he decided to 
run has been seriously advocating for a change of system of government to give 
the areas outside the so called "mega manHa"a better opportunity, a fighting 
chance to improve economically and politically by empowering them through a 
shift to Federalism, a new hope has grown for our people. However, major 
hindrances intact in the existing basic law are stumbling blocks to achieve the 
promises of a new Philippines.










