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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A MECHANISM TO ENABLE POOR FILIPINO FAMILIES TO HAVE AT 

LEAST ONE COLLEGE GRADUATE BY INSTITUTIONALIZING THE EXPANDED STUDENT 
GRANTS-IN-AID PROGRAM FOR POVERTY ALLEVIATION (ESGP-PA) AND 

APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article 4, Section I of the Constitution mandates that the State should "protect and 
promote the right of all citizens to quality education at all levels, and shall take appropriate steps 
to make such education accessible to all." However, access to tertiary education in the country 
remains a challenge especially to the poor and the underprivileged.

A nationwide NEDA-commissioned survey entitled “Ambisyon 2040”, which looks into 
the aspirations, values and principles of Filipinos, showed that 79 percent of Filipinos aspire for 
a simple and comfortable life which includes having the capacity to provide college education for 
their family. Unfortunately, an Annual Poverty Indicators Survey released by the Philippine 
Statistics Office showed that almost 30 percent of high school graduates could not attend 
college because of its high cost.

This bill seeks to appease this problem by establishing a mechanism that will enable 
poor Filipino families, especially the beneficiaries of the government’s Pantawid Pamilyang 
Pilipino Program (4Ps), to have at least one college graduate. Through the institutionalization of 
the Expanded Student Grants-in-Aid Program for Poverty Alleviation (ESGP-PA), a student- 
grantee will be entitled to a maximum of P60,000 per academic year to cover the cost for tuition 
and other school fees to complete the student-grantee’s degree program. State universities and 
colleges shall monitor the academic performance of the grantees at the end of each academic 
year until the grantees have graduated.

This bill ultimately ensures that even the poor and underprivileged Filipino families will 
be provided the opportunity to have at least one family member who graduated from college, an 
effective tool that will help every Filipino family rise from poverty, and enable them to contribute 
to national development.
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