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AN ACT
GRANTING DISCOUNTS ON BASIC AND EDUCATION SERVICES TO UNDERPRIVILEGED

STUDENTS IN ALL LEVELS, INCLUDING THOSE ENROLLED IN TECHNICAL- 
VOCATIONAL (TECH-VOC) INSTITUTIONS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 Constitution provides that the State shall establish and maintain a system of 
scholarship grants, student loan programs, and provide other incentives which shall be made 
available to deserving students, especially to the underprivileged, enrolled in both public and 
private higher education institutions and technical-vocational institutes.

Even with the system of scholarship grants and student loan programs provided by the 
government, not all deserving and underprivileged students get to finish their education because 
they lack the financial capacity to spend for their basic needs and other expenses related to 
their schooling.

To ease the financial burden of underprivileged students and help them cope with the 
high cost of education as well as daily school expenses, this measure proposes to grant 
discounts on basic services, such as food and medicine. Moreover, it also seeks to give them 
discounts on educational expenses, such as tuition, miscellaneous and other school fees, 
including books and school supplies.

Considering that we now have a law giving discounts to senior citizens, it is high time 
that we consider the plight of our underprivileged students who are our nation's future.

In view of the foregoing reasons, immediate approval of this measure is earnestly
sought.
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