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EXPLANATORY NOTE

In the Philippines, the key to achieve food security and poverty alleviation is to increase farm 
productivity and lower production costs. Irrigation and its cost has played a crucial role in 
enhancing productivity in rice growing areas in the country and in Asia.

The National Irrigation Administration (NIA) was created by law in 1963 primarily to address 
the needs of the "Irrigation Age", and specifically to, "investigate and study all available and 
possible water resources in the Philippines, primarily for irrigation purposes; to plan, design, 
construct and/or improve all types of irrigation projects and appurtenant structures" (Section 
2, R.A. 3601, as amended by P.O. 552 and P.D. 1702). For this purpose, the NIA has been 
given the necessary flexibility of a corporate vehicle and the administrative autonomy to 
pursue its statutory objectives.

As of December 2013, about 1.678 million ha or 55.59 percent of the 3.126 million hectares 
have been developed for irrigation. Of the total area, about 740,213 ha or 24.5 percent are 
under National Irrigation System (NIS); 576,419 ha or 19.1 percent under Communal 
Irrigation System (CIS) that are farmer-managed; and 194,620 ha or 6.5 percent under 
privately owned systems that are constructed through private initiatives. (PIS)

In 2016, the budget of NIA is P44.5 billion for the expansion of irrigation across the country. 
The amount go towards Irrigation Network Services and Locally-funded Projects. NIA 
maintains two kinds of funds: Capital Outlay which is budgeted in the Annual General 
Appropriations Act and the Current Operating Budget which is internally generated.
















