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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Philippines is considered a mega-diversity country rivaled only by a few countries in 
the world when it comes to variety of ecosystems, species and genetic resources. Many 
of the islands comprising the archipelago are believed to have a very high degree of land 
and animal endemism. The country hosts more than 52,177 described species of which 
more than half is found nowhere else in the world. On a per unit area basis, the Philippines 
probably harbors more diversity of life than any other country on the planet.

Philippine biodiversity is alarmingly endangered, making it a biodiversity hotspot as well. 
This is because of their habitat loss due to overexploitation, deforestation, land 
degradation, climate change, and pollution (including biological pollution), among others. 
Extinction may occur due to natural causes. However the actions of people and the growth 
of human population have created a threat to the well-being of our native animals. The 
need for preservation is necessary.

Benefits o f Natural Diversity

All living things are part of a complex, balanced network called the biosphere. The earth’s 
biosphere, in turn, is composed of countless ecosystems, which include plants and 
animals and their physical environments. No one knows how the extinction of organisms 
will affect the other members of its ecosystem, but the removal of a single species can 
set off a chain reaction affecting many others. The loss can transform or undermine the 
ecological processes or fundamentally change the species composition in community.






















