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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING THE LAS PINAS -  PARANAQUE CRITICAL HABITAT AND 
ECOTOURISM AREA AS A WETLAND, ENSURING THE PROTECTION THEREOF, 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Despite its apparent congestion compounded by the presence of high-rise 
buildings, condominiums, and other multifarious concrete structures, traffic prone 
streets and highways, as well as busy urban centers, Metro Manila is quite blessed to 
have within its region the Las Pihas-Parahaque Critical Habitat and Ecotourism Area or 
LPPCHEA.

Established in 2007 thru Presidential Proclamation No. 1412 series of 2007, as 
amended, LPPCHEA is the first critical habitat to be declared in the country. It covers 
an area of 175 hectares of wetland ecosystem, consisting of two (2) islands — Freedom 
Island and Long Island — with mangroves, ponds and lagoons, mudflats, salt marshes, 
and mixed beach forest all over. LPPCHEA is an important resting and refueling stop 
for migratory birds using the East Asian-Australasian Migratory Flyway, and it serves as 
a sanctuary to the vulnerable Philippine Duck and around 47 species of migratory birds 
in the area, with some coming from as far as China, Japan and Siberia. LPPCHEA 
likewise shelters a 36-hectare mangrove forest. The thickest and most diverse along 
the Manila Bay area, the LPPCHEA mangrove forest serves as spawning ground, 
nursery, feeding and temporary shelter of different fish species and other forms of 
wildlife, as well as protects the communities of Las Pinas City and Parahaque City 
against strorm surges and high tides. LPPCHEA truly lives up to its reputation as the 
region’s last coastal frontier.1

On 15 March 2013, LPPCHEA was recognized as a Wetland of International 
Importance by the Ramsar Convention (or the Convention on Wetlands) because of the 
critical role LPPCHEA plays in the survival of threatened, restricted-range and

1 http://ncr.denr.gov.ph/index.php/89-webpage/338
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