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AN ACT
CREATING THE INNOVATION COUNCIL AND PROVIDING BENEFITS AND PROGRAMS TO 

STRENGTHEN, PROMOTE, AND DEVELOP THE PHILIPPINE STARTUP ECOSYSTEM

EXPLANATORY NOTE

At the 2015 APEC Summit, the world saw a glimpse of Philippine innovation as Aisa 
Mijeno shared the story of her SALt Lamp, a lamp that is powered by saltwater, suitable for 
households along the rural coastal villages that have little or no stable access to electricity.

It is vital that we give all such ideas the chance to come to life. Through this bill, 
Filipinos with excellent startup business ideas will benefit by being given the necessary 
support—in terms of registration, incentives, subsidies, funding, technical assistance, 
accreditation and assessment, and a budding pool of talented workers that will aid them in 
the steep uphill one faces when putting up a business.

This bill aims to put in place the ecosystem necessary to cultivate startups in the 
Philippines.

The Innovative Startup Act will see the creation of an Innovation Council comprised 
of different government agencies such as DTI, DOST, DICT, members of the private sector, 
representatives of research institutions, among others, that can take the lead in directing 
innovation efforts, supporting startups with progressive programs starting from the school 
level onwards.

Through the Innovative Startup Act, valuable financial assistance will be awarded to 
startups through tax breaks and salary subsidies with the view of giving them the best 
chance at thriving.

The bill will mandate the creation of a fund specifically to provide grants to startups 
and to ensure the sustainability of running all programs and policies related to the 
Innovative Startup Act.










































