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In the  1987 C onstitu tion , the sovereign people have audaciously  

proclaim ed "the right of all citizens to quality  education  a t all leve ls1 

m andating  the  S tate  to "take appropria te  step s to m ake such  education  

accessible to all2." In line w ith the S tate  policy of accessible public education, 

basic and  secondary education  are m ade available free-of-cost to every 

Filipino child th rough  the public education  system . T hus, every Filipino is 

guaran teed  the right to education  u p  to the high school level.

Tertiary education , however, is a  completely different story altogether. 

G laring inequity in access to higher education  con tinues to im pede the 

Filipino's right to education  a t th is  pivotal level. In fact, according to the  2013 

A nnual Poverty and  Indicator Survey (APIS), half of college-age youngsters 

were unab le  to p u rsu e  higher education  due to financial co n stra in ts  or the 

need to work and  earn  for the family. The financial difficulties of m any families

1 Art. XIV, Sec. 1, 1987 C onstitu tion . (E m phasis added)
2 Ibid.
















